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   MTA 2007 Officers and Staff
 
President……………….. Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary………..…Bob Rooke, 973-605-8151
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Parade/Events Coord.……..Peter Schindo, 201-444-3198
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
2007 Sussex Show Info……Ed Marchese, 973-779-6283

ON THE COVER-A WWII Jeep with Polish Army nomenclature at 
the 2007 WWII Weekend at Reading, PA. (Picture courtesy of 
David Steinert). 

NOTICE: THERE WILL BE NO MTA MEETING IN 
JULY. 

 
Meeting Minutes of the June 11th, 2007 

Military Transport Association 
 
     Our meeting began promptly at 8:00 p.m. with the Pledge 
of Allegiance and a moment of silence for our troops.  Last 
months minutes were approved and Jack McDevitt jumped 
right in with a brief update on the Club’s financial situation. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The operating account contains 
$14,346.77. The Swap Meet account has $8,158.28, and the 
Adoptees account contains approximately $2,500.00.  
 
Parades and Events:  Peter Schindo led a brisk 
discussion about our involvement in recent Memorial Day 
parades. Peter had all sorts of ideas and suggestions 
pertinent to the efficient and financially sound handling of our 
parade bookings.  It was hard not to be impressed. Despite 
the fact that he is not officially in charge of Parades and 
Events at this time, one would never guess it. He has been 
putting a lot of personal time into this and it shows. 
     Pete first personally thanked 30 Club members, by name, 
for their participation. Then he summarized some of his new 
‘booking philosophies’. In the past, Towns were given a 
choice with regards to how many vehicles they could have 
and the associated costs. Now Peter is offering five military 
vehicles for $375.00 right up front. If that meets with 
resistance he then works the figures backwards. He says he 
is having good luck with this approach, and most Towns have 
been increasing the number of vehicles they will pay for.  
     Despite a good showing, it came to light that we did not 
meet our commitment on a couple of parades, and that was 
discouraging. Discussion ensued about whether we were 
spreading ourselves too thin, and whether we should consider 
cutting back on the number of parades we sign on for. The 
overall consensus of opinion seemed to suggest we not cut 
back. If the number of parades is truly overwhelming for us, 
yet the demand for us to provide vehicles still remains, it was 
suggested we consider providing our services to the ‘highest 
bidder’. Towns willing to pay us more for specific vehicles, or 
for a greater number of vehicles, could be given priority. This 
approach, if handled properly, could cut down on the number 
of parades yet still increase our revenues.  

     There were many reasons posed for non-participation. 
They included having a dysfunctional vehicle, questionable 
weather, fuel/operational expenses, misinformation about 
time and location, and finally, mere lack of interest. 
     There are many members that have vehicles they would 
gladly loan out to those of us with a rig up on blocks. The 
weather is the only issue we can do nothing about, and 
personal decisions have to be made, and respected, 
regarding that. It was suggested that if the cost of fuel 
genuinely becomes an issue and begins preventing some of 
us from getting involved, the Club could alleviate some of the 
sting by subsidizing participants for some of their fuel 
expense. 
     Getting the word out to Club members is imperative. The 
majority of members rarely go to meetings, but that does not 
mean they do not want to use and display their vehicles. We 
have to make a bit more effort to reach out to them and get 
them involved. Towards that end, as in the past, we will try to 
use the Newsletter to bolster parade participation by including 
listings, times, places, and maps. Peter Schindo will continue 
to work on the website making it even easier to sign up and 
obtain pertinent information. Lastly, the tried and true phone 
call will be used when necessary. Nothing beats personal 
contact. Frank Eichenlaub, a pro at this, was sited as a 
perfect example of this approach! 
     Peter also wants us to e-mail him any information we may 
stumble across concerning events that may be of interest to 
Club members. He will then put them on our website for all to 
see. 
     Without a doubt though, the driving catalyst behind waning 
parade participation is individual motivation and interest. If we 
could all psych ourselves up for these events and really 
realize how important it is for us to get out and entertain, and 
yes, educate, all those who see us, we would have less of a 
problem. It is a good thing to share our fortune with the less 
fortunate, and to promote and protect the hobby.   
 
Military Adoptees:  John Dwyer updated us on his 
program. It seems the New Jersey National Guards’ largest 
block of soldiers sent over to Iraq will be coming home this 
month. They had had their original stay lengthened by 5 
months so this will be a joyous, and much deserved, return. 
     Snack boxes (they all now contain only food stuffs and 
candy) have been sent to everyone John had received a 
name and address for. Parcels have been going out every 
week. The system John has implemented has the guys on 
our list receiving a box about once every 6 weeks! One of our 
own, Dan Muchmore, who is working as a contractor in Iraq, 
has received a couple and always writes back in appreciation. 
You know, this program takes on a new and deeper meaning 
when you personally know the recipients. John deserved, and 
received, a large round of applause in appreciation for all he 
has been doing.  
     Recall, if you will from last months Newsletter, that we 
transferred $3,000.00 into this program from proceeds from 
the Swap Meet. John has used up about $500.00 of that 
amount to date. Although we try to procure donated items to 
include in the boxes we still have expenses. According to 
John they break down somewhat like this: Postage now runs 
about $8 to $8.50 per box and each box contains about 
$25.00 worth of goods. 
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     Once mailed, it takes 8 to 15 days for it to be delivered. All 
of the food items sent fit into uniform pockets and are 
intended to supplement and nourish soldiers between meals 
and out in the field and on the road. The only chocolate item 
we send anymore are Tootsie Rolls, as easily liquefied 
chocolate candies do not stand a chance in the 140 degree 
shipping containers used to transport our boxes overseas. 
 
2007 Swap Meet:  President Fred Schlesinger stepped in 
for Show chairman Ed Marchese, who was unable to attend 
this evenings meeting once again. Via e-mail, Ed thanked us 
all for the praise and compliments we bestowed upon him last 
month, and also for all the work and effort we as a Club put 
into the Show. He also stepped down as Show chairman and 
created a vacuum that will have to be filled soon for next 
years meet. Not missing a beat, Fred put out a general 
request for a new Show chairman (or men) and asked us all 
to give it serious consideration. 

 
New Business:  There will be NO July meeting. It was 
decided, what with vacation schedules and all, to forgo our 
gathering for one month. August’s meeting will be held 
pseudo-informally at Sven’s annual picnic Saturday August 
18th. 
     Every Wednesday evening from 6pm to 9pm in Berkeley 
Heights there is a CRUISE  NIGHT at Carmel Field. 
According to several of our members it is a great deal of fun 
and they love having military vehicles there.  
     On Saturday, September 15th, there will be an AIR  SHOW 
at the Teterboro Airport  Museum. 
     Peter Schindo announced that he was going to put 
together a SCAVENGER  HUNT at Sven’s picnic. Participants 
will be asked to collect items and answers to questions 
around the picnic grounds in a timed competition for exciting 
prizes! 
     Jack McDevitt commented briefly on MOVIE  DEALS. He 
suggested that anyone interested in having their vehicle 
considered for film use post photos of their vehicles on our 
website. It seems production companies now want to see 
pictures before hiring on a rig. Current rental rates are now 
$800.00 per day for Humvees and Deuces. 

 
After a quick 50/50 the meeting came to a close at 9:00pm. 

   
Signing off: 

Robert C. Rooke, jr. 

 
 

Tewksbury Two – Topless! 
By John Dwyer 

Pictures by Ivan Dizon 
 

     Saturday 10 June was a rare weather day in New Jersey – 
an ideal day for motivating in a military vehicle on the back 
roads of New Jersey. “Tewksbury Two” was a 70 mile ramble 
over the small and tiny roads – some of them very tiny dirt 
roads – through the beautiful estate country in west central 
Jersey. Most of the participants went topless – a scary 
thought, huh? 

     The MTA President supplied coffee and donuts to start the 
ramble in Long Valley, NJ. Fortified for the trip, eight 
participants in five vehicles headed out at 0930 for the hills in 
convoy. Good brakes and good uphill performance would be 
necessary on the trip – luckily everyone passed muster. We 
drove through Long Valley, Fairmount, Frog Hollow and made 
a stop in Vernoy for a history lesson on the High Bridge 
Branch of the Central Railroad of New Jersey. 

     Following the South Branch of the Raritan River, we went 
through picturesque Califon and headed south towards 
Lockwood Gorge – now closed to all vehicle traffic. Our 
convoy climbed more than 500 feet in elevation up Hoffman’s 
Crossing – which is a “step road” – built like a staircase 
centuries ago so that horses with wagons could rest on the 
flat steps between uphill climbs. Not so different than a 65 
year old jeep!  Brakes got tested on the downhill run into 
Mountainville and down past Hell Mountain into Tewksbury 
Township. 

     Tewksbury is a unique place – the very richest folks in NJ 
live in Tewksbury next to working farms that scratch a living to 
just pay the bills. We journeyed past the residences of the 
rich and famous and traveled some dirt roads that had not 
been improved in many years. In fact, we traveled several 
very rustic roads – you would not believe you were in the 
heart of the most populated state in the union. We went over 
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Hill and Dale – literally – one of the roads was named that – 
and through Oldwick, Mountainville, and Cokesbury. 
     By noon, folks were looking for fuel and a bathroom, so we 
wound our way down to Clinton to find both. A more refreshed 
group met back at my garage for the “free garage sale and 
olive drab giveaway.” Uniforms, radio and antenna parts, jeep 
parts, army gear, and much more were hauled away – much 
to my relief. I had no more room for “stuff” in the garage. Two 
jeeps got loaded on trailers for their long ride home and the 
day ended in a beautiful afternoon.  
     Participants were Fred and Sue Schlesinger, Jim 
Moore, Frank Eichenlaub, Pat Lombardi, me, and Ivan 
Dizon and Russell Wagner from the CJMMP. More trail rides 
are planned this summer – so watch your E-mail! 
 

 
 

Email from one of our Adoptees: 
Classification:  UNCLASSIFIED 
 
Received your package today. Thanks again for the 
generosity and thoughtfulness. The Marines had the 
goods split in no time and are munching away as I 
type this. The Party Mix is a big hit! Thanks 
again 
Sir.  
                     R/s Capt Steve Schultze 

 

 

The Parade committee wants to thank the following members 
for participating in this year's Memorial Day parades, listed 
alphabetically. Although the names are listed once, several 
members have participated in multiple parades over the 
Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Dave Ahl   Jim Moore 
Jack Bennett   Frank Nasto                                    
Ken Coanshock  Jack Pellington  
Dave Coward   Harold Ratzburg 
Frank Eichenlaub  Ryan Schindo 
Frank Eichenlaub III  Fred Schlesinger Family 
Randy Emr   Gary Schultz 
Scott Fisher   Dave Shuart 
Andy Gamble   Dave Steinert 
John Lloyd   Phil Suttile 
Ed Marchese    Art Swain 
Jack McDevitt   Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Al Mellini   Andy Wagner 
Ron Meola   Tom Weaver 
Dan Merola 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS in July 
 
PARADE-Saturday, June 30, 2007-Randolph Township 
Independence Day Parade -Lineup Time: II:OO AM 
Directions:Randolph Ave. 
PARADE -Tuesday, July 3rd, 2007- Fairfield Independence 
Day Parade- Lineup Time-.5:30 PM Directions: South 
Hampton, off Hollywood Ave. in Fairfield. 
PARADE-Wednesday,July 4th, 2007-Paramus Independence 
Day Parade-Lineup time:8:00 AM-Directions: Century Rd and 
Farview. 
PARADE-Wednesday, July 4th, 2007-Florham Park 
Independence Day Parade-Lineup Time: 8:30 AM-Directions: 
Shopping center at comer of Columbia Turnpike and 
Ridgedale Ave. 
PARADE-Wednesday, July 4, 2007 Chatham Independence 
Day Parade- Lineup Time: 8:30 AM-Directions: Summit Ave. 
and Dempster. 
PARADE-Wednesday,July 4, 2007 Ridgewood Independence 
Day Parade- Lineup Time: 9:00 AM -Directions: Monroe St. 
PARADE Wednesday, July 4, 2007-Montclair Independence 
Day Parade- Lineup Time: 1O:OOAM-Directions:Bloomfield 
Ave. and Fullerton. 

 
Upcoming July Trail Ride 
 
     I am planning a road ride through the wilds of the Delaware 
Water Gap on Sunday 8 July 07. If you were with us two years 
ago, this will be a familiar ride with the addition of some rugged, 
off road trails! If you want to skip the off-roading, there is an 
alternate route where we can meet up. 
     Start point will be the Blairstown Diner on Route 94 in 
Blairstown, NJ. Meeting time for breakfast is 10:00 AM. Trip is 
about 50 miles and will end up on River Road at Route 80 and 
the Delaware Water Gap Bridge. I would think 3-4 hours worth of 
driving with stops. 
     No restriction on vehicles, however, brakes are necessary! 
Deuces are welcome. Rain will cause a cancellation! 
     Please let me know if you are interested by 3 July 07. 
dirt@eclipse.net 908-399-2853.             John Dwyer 
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Those Sneaky Marines… 
Look closely at this camouflaged  Marine helicopter… 

 
Nice Desert Camo, huh?….. 

 
Let’s take a closer look… 

 
You see If a Muslim sees… 

 
…a naked woman….they are supposed to kill 
themselves. You gotta love the Marines! 

History of the M.T.A. 
By Founding President Dennis R. Spence 

 
     In 1969, I formed the first four-wheel drive club on the East 
Coast of USA, the Boondock Blazers, which was based in 
North Jersey. I served as its first President. I also started its 
newsletter, Low Gear Low Down. The club was active for the 
next 30 years or so. 
     When the four-wheel driving hobby became more popular, 
it increasingly emphasized modified high performance 
engines, expensive special exhaust systems, and lots of 
chrome. I was more interested in the history of four-wheel 
drive vehicles than in racing them. The only way to keep my 
interest was to start a club for like-minded fellows. 
     Using initially my contacts from the Boondock Blazers, I 
started a membership drive to form an historic military vehicle 
club. As I recall, Ollie Kenen was the only active members of 
the Boondock Blazers who immediately switched to the new 
military vehicle club, besides me, of course. 
     The hardest part of starting a brand new club is to find a 
common day and time for meetings, and a central location. 
Harold Ratzburg offered his home in Parsippany for the first 
meeting, which was held on 4 December 1972. I was elected 
Chairman, Harold was Vice Chairman, Charles Gausten was 
Secretary, and the late Jack Tensen as Treasurer. The new 
club was officially known as the North Jersey Chapter (NJC) 
of the National Military Vehicle Collectors Association 
(NMVCA). 
     The most active members during NJC’s first 2 years of trail 
rides were the following:Charles Gausten, Ollie Kenen, 
Harold Ratzburg, Jack and Jeff Tensen, John Vetter and 
yours truly. 
      I started NJC’s monthly newsletter, Motor Pool 
Messenger, in January 1973, Volume One, Number One. I 
retired as its Editor in 1989 with Volume 17, Number 2. 
      The National Military Vehicle Collectors Association, 
formed by Frank Bricker, was based in southern California, 
and had its first meeting in October 1970. It was the very first 
national historic military vehicle club of any type anywhere in 
the world, with the possible exception of one in Australia. The 
NJC was the very first chapter in the eastern half of the USA. 
      Inspired by the success of the NJC, I started the South 
Jersey Chapter in January 1975. In May 1976, Ollie and I 
directed the East Coast Military Vehicle Rally at Fort Dix, NJ. 
In July 1976, we led the MVCC International Rally/Convention 
at Lakehurst, NJ. The South Jersey Chapter made major 
contributions to both events. 
      On 31 March 1976/1 April 1976, the NJC switched its 
national affiliation from the NMVCA to the newly formed 
Military Vehicle Collectors Club (MVCC). (The MVCC was 
actually first incorporated in NJ  on 12 January 1977). 
     In 1986 and 1987, there was much dissension within the 
MVCC, even a lawsuit, and the NJC gradually became 
Military Transport Association 
of North Jersey (MTA). The 
MTA had no national affiliation 
for a period of time, but after 
the MVCC was reformed as 
Military Vehicle Preservation 
Association (MVPA) in 1990, 
the MTA joined it shortly 
thereafter. 
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A picture from a by gone day when children anxiously waited 
for the end of the parade to see the tanks, which were part of 
a town’s celebration of Memorial Day or July 4th. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MP Scout Cars at Fort Dix, NJ, November, 1942 
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If you miss a meeting and want to post an item in the 
Classified Advertising column of the newsletter, please 
feel free to call Dave Steinert at 973-347-9091 or you can 
email him at: steinert@worldnet.att.net. 
 
 
 
For Sale- Pair of M38 take off fenders, good shape $75. 
Mark 973-857-5154. 

 
For Sale -CUCV bumper and brush guard, with 
blackout lights and bridge numbers, $100. Need deuce 
and a half rims?  Total of 4 rims, 1 bare, 3 with balding 
tires mounted. $80. Oxy-Acetelyne welding kit, Harris 
torch & regulators, heavy duty cart & accessories 
$500 .  5 unilock siena stone steps, 4'w x 2'd x 7 1/2 " 
high -grey with decorative broken face.  $325 you pick 
up.  Call Sheila with any questions, I can email pics if 
interested.  (201) 602 0588 

 
FOR SALE:  WWII Ben Hur G518 trailer.  Needs 
restoration.  Body is solid with some small rust holes in 
bed.  Needs tires.  Missing landing leg.  $300.  Trailer 
has a PA title. Located in Wall, NJ.  Call Mike Pop:  732-
245-8317.  

 
For Sale-1943 White Halftrack. $22,500. Call Andy 
Gamble for details at (201)-697-9417. 

 
For sale- Jeep, 1946 CJ2A, rolling chasis, frame 
sandblasted and painted, engine rebuilt, new 
springs/shocks, drive train in good shape, new crank out 
split windshield. Tub and body parts dismantled, need to 
be mounted and painted. Front seat frames. Runs great! 
Needs new tires. Asking $4,000 o.b.o. Call Ollie (732)-
356-6789 or email at JBream418@aol.com. 

 
For Sale: Hand tools, MV Manuals, WWII Patriotic 
covers, Patton memorabilia. Back issues of Military 
Vehicles magazine. All at swapmeetdave.com or call 
Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716. (12/06) 

 
For Sale- Transmission w/PTO from '53 M37, very low 
miles $100 firm. Robert 908-770-0111 Far Hills. 

 
For Sale-Prices Reduced-New vinyl .50 cal MG cover 
(not canas), $125. 2-1/2-ton and 5-ton used truck 
canvases-$300 each. 1975 Chevrolet Automatic C60 Air 
Force Tanker, $2500. M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set.  
Jeep rims-$75 with tire and tube-$125. Heavy duty tow 
bar -$200. 1964 American La France Fire Truck, Class 
A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute). Repowered 
in 1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new power 

steering, new clutch, new air brakes, kept inside, good 
condition $3000.  8” snatch block-$75. Boarding ladder-
$25, 8ft. pick up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, 
$500. M105 trailers, $250 each. Tandem car trailer-$750, 
Search Light trailer-2 spots and new generator-$500. 30 ft. 
Army Box trailer with drop sides, tandem 9:20 tires-$500. 
Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter between 
7PM and 8PM (973) 366-5140.    (7/06)                                           
 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects to 
ground-up Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 

 
For Sale:  2-½ ton M35A2 cargo trucks most with winches, 
turbo diesel, air shift front ends, MWO rebuilds.  5 tons in 
stock: M812 bridge/trucks, M818 Tractors, M817 Dumps, 
M813 Cargo Trucks, C&C.  Light plants, Snow plow and 
sander for 5 ton, Auger truck, M36 Long Chassis Truck- 2 ½ 
ton, MORE…….  All inventory listed on web 
www.easternsurplus.net  Dave 215-598-8227 

 
For Sale-Carpenter’s Shop Trailer with lift gate on M105 1-
1/2 ton trailer. 15” radial Delta arm saw. Great condition, must 
see $3500.  Art Swain 201-387-8961 E-mail: 
aws@mtaofnj.us  (8/05) 

WANTED: Two  Convoy Lights complete or just hardware. 
Two 9 X 20 tires must be in very good condition. Call Jack 
(845)987-7796. 

 
WANTED: M38 rearview mirror, arm and mounting bracket. 
NOS or Used/take off OK.  Also looking for M38 door frame 
kit (both sides) and side curtain mounting rods for both sides.  
Call Ed 973-779-6283 (evenings/wknds). 

 
Wanted- M211 parts. Front bumper, front composite lights, 
rear composite lights, brake switch and ID plate. Contact Paul 
Dormont at (908)-451-0536 or Pedormont@msn.com.  

 
Wanted-M442 Receiver-good shape and working. Call Peter 
at (201)-348-7565 days. 

 

Have a Safe and Happy 
4th of July! 

 
 

 
 

From the War for Independence to today in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, I am inspired by the courage, professionalism 

and patriotism of our men and women in uniform." Jim Ryan 
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Military Transport  Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 
 

 
           Nice Desert Camo…..See Page 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-
profit organization for people interested in collecting, 
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles. 
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year 
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows, 
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes. 
     Members also participate in projects such as restoring a 
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, 
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National 
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and 
National Guard recruiting campaigns. 
     Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at 
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany, 
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza, 
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is 
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. 
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m. 
Join the MTA now and receive: 

• 12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter. 
• FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter. 
• Notices of parades and events in which you can 

participate. 
• FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party. 
• FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an 

event). 

Coming in August… 
       Sven’s Picnic! 
Details in Next month’s  
      Newsletter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or 
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00 
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to 
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year. 
 
Name_______________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 
 
Telephone  (________)________________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________________________ 
 
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________ 
 
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to: 
 

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey 
P.O. Box 393 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

Military Transport Association of North Jersey 
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association 


