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   MTA 2007 Officers and Staff
(For the last time) 

 

President……………….. Fred Schlesinger, 973-228-7257
Vice President…………...…John Sobotka, 973-398-3692
Recording Secretary………..Bob Rooke, 973-605-8151 
Corresponding Secretary….……Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716
Treasurer……………….…Ginnie McDevitt, 845-987-7896
Parade/Events Coord.……..Peter Schindo, 201-444-3198
Newsletter/Membership……Dave Steinert, 973-347-9091
Web Master………………George Wagner, 973-927-7616
2008 Sussex Show Info……….Jim Moore, 973-514-1250

ON THE COVER-A WWII Jeep makes it’s way through the snow 
at Operation Nordwind in 2007. (Picture courtesy of John 
Dwyer). 

NOTICE: The December 2007 MTA monthly meeting will be held 
on Monday, December 10th at the Whippany American Legion 
Post, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at 7:00 PM, 
meeting begins at 8:00 PM. 

 
Meeting Minutes of the November 12th, 2007 

Military Transport Association 
 
     Following the Club elections this evening, and the posting 
of a new recording secretary, this will by necessity be my final 
chapter as your secretary. It has been quite a ride, and 
always a challenge taking an hours worth of organized 
mayhem and condensing it into a set of sane structured, 
sagacious paragraphs on paper. I always liked to think that 
those unable to attend a particular meeting could get just as 
much, if not more, out of a gathering by dedicating the 5 
minutes it takes to read the minutes than by sitting through 
the actual meeting itself. Of course, no amount of prose can 
do justice to or capture the ambiance and rowdiness of a 
meeting, ever!   
     This evening forty plus members came through the door, 
in one manner or another. This was as large a gathering as I 
have ever seen at the Legion Hall: most were present to cast 
their vote for new officers. There were many new faces to me 
but the attire, which ran the gamut from sleeveless muscle 
shirts, to suspendered farmer’s over-alls, to a suit and tie 
helped set the scene. Throw into the mix the collective 
bouquet of diesel, oil additives, gasoline, body sprays and 
perfumes and you had the makings of a sensory nightmare! 
The din was deafening. Everyone had something significant 
to say about something, and it was always to a member 
across the room. 
      At 0810, the gavel came down, and a deafening silence 
migrated across the room. It was now time for me to whet my 
pencil and steel myself for my last evening of frantic 
scribbling. 
     On cue, we all said the Pledge of Allegiance and then had 
a prolonged moment of silence for our military. Being the day 
after Veterans Day added further significance to the stillness 
in the room. It was in dramatic contrast to the zest of the room 
just moments before.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  True to form, Club member Jack 
McDevitt, gave us a ‘fly-by’ accounting of our Club assets as 

calculated by his wife Ginny. Ginny McDevitt was 
unanimously re-elected Club treasurer this evening, but the 
uninformed may ask, “If Ginny is treasurer, why is Jack giving 
the report?” This has to be one of the most peculiar 
arrangements I have ever come across.  
     Even though I have only ever seen Ginny once (and I am 
sure she has no idea who I am), from what I can tell she does 
an outstanding job.  She crunches the numbers and then 
Jack comes to the meetings and reads them off. The whole 
set up confuses me. 
     For the period January 1, 2007 to October 2007 our 
operating account had a cash balance of $16,658.00, and the 
Swap Meet account had $8,164.00 available. The Military 
Adoptees account has been pretty much depleted and will 
need a cash infusion shortly to get it back up and running. 
After all the pluses and minuses were consolidated, the 
Military Transport Association has amassed a grand total of 
$26,547.07, hopefully in a bank somewhere earning interest. 
 

 
 
Newsletter & Membership:  Dave Steinert thanked John 
Dwyer, Harold Ratzburg, and Dave Ahl for their recent 
contributions to the newsletter. It was noted with modest 
fanfare, and a little chest thumping, that Harold Ratzburg 
also had an excellent article he authored published in the 
most recent issue of the Military Vehicle Preservation 
Association magazine. Dave Ahl, our new Club president, 
has many articles to his name in all sorts of publications 
distributed worldwide. There is a considerable amount of 
talent and expertise squirreled away in our membership roles 
for sure. 
 
Parades and Events:  Peter Schindo was asked to bring us 
up to speed on his doings. I heard him say he is upgrading 
and re-formatting the parade portion of our website. I also 
heard him say we brought in $6,885.00 from parades this 
past year. $6,885.00. You all realize what a phenomenal 
accomplishment that is, do you not?? I hope so. 
     I can remember months ago when Pete made it be known, 
under no uncertain terms, that he no longer wanted to handle 
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our medusa called ‘parades’. Funny thing about that, poor 
Pete never had the satisfaction of getting anyone to replace 
him, much less help him out with any sincerity or reliability. I 
expect that was because the job is SO important no one else 
felt competent enough to take it on. Whatever the reason, 
Pete continued on, and it is a darn good thing for every one of 
us. As things stand, nearly all of the operating revenue we 
have at our disposal as a Club comes from our parade 
income. This is because the dues we charge basically cover 
‘freebies’, handouts, and Newsletter expenses, and the Swap 
Meet has always been considered a success if it broke even. 
     As Pete, Frank Nasto, and others then so succinctly 
pointed out, this is probably not the way it should be, and 
changes need to be implemented. Ideally, some of the parade 
income could be used to offset vehicle-operating expenses, 
and income from the annual Swap Meet could be used to run 
the Club. Membership fees would still primarily cover 
handouts and Newsletter expenses. There was a lot of 
discussion about parade money. There always is. Here is an 
abridged version of some of what I heard. 
     Ideally, some of the money coming in from the parades 
should be used to compensate the participants, especially 
now that fuel prices and maintenance costs are rising. The 
bulk of the parade income has to go to the Club, for without 
the Club forgot about being compensated for parades! 
Parade subsidies could be handled in any of 4 different ways. 
First, anyone placing a vehicle in a parade could be paid a flat 
fee, say $20. Second, payment could be done on a 
percentage basis like we currently handle movie income: 10% 
of the income for each vehicle is given to the owner, not the 
driver. Third, compensation could be paid out on a flat fee per 
‘type of vehicle’ basis ($30 for large, $15 for small). Lastly, 
and the most complex option I heard, would be a ‘cents per 
mile driven’ format: peeps and jeeps receiving something like 
$.05 per mile and the larger rigs $.15 per mile. Can you 
imagine the bookkeeping on this one! Maybe Peter would 
consider doing it! 
     All these ideas have merit, some more than others, and 
judging from the ferocity in which they were presented, many 
of us feel the time is right for the Club to start subsidizing 
parade participants. Want to know what I think? I think it 
would be a terrible idea. I think historic vehicle owners should 
learn to consider the cost of operating their rigs as part of 
owning them. One thing is for certain however, unless we 
have a huge financial windfall, I do not think any attempt 
should be made to pay the actual costs incurred for placing a 
vehicle into a parade. This would probably use up the $26, 
547 we have in the bank the first season! And one last 
thought: What will happen to the Club if we stop getting 
compensated for parades? That changes the complexion of 
everything. Sure, we can raise dues a bit, but it definitely 
makes it a lot easier to realize why our annual Swap Meet 
should be run with an eye towards turning a profit instead of 
just breaking even. 
     Ironically, this is not the first time I have covered this topic 
in this column this year. This tells me it is an issue that needs 
some serious attention, and resolution. Further discussion 
was tabled at this time, but brought up later on in the meeting. 
 
2008 Swap Meet:  Ellen Moore gave us a detailed synopsis 
of everything her committee has been up to since our last 
gathering. Two weeks ago they met up at the Sussex 

Fairgrounds and worked on implementing many suggestions 
and proposals put forth by Ed Marchese in his “After-Show 
Report and Minutes” from last year. Applying a little basic 
Euclidean geometry they were able to increase the number of 
inside tables to 136, without stacking them. As a twist, this 
year Club members will set up and take down the tables. We 
paid for that exotic service last year, and still ended up doing 
most of the work ourselves. This year we will save that 
expense, and pocket the savings. 
     Once again we will have substantial outdoor covered, and 
uncovered, vending and display areas to use. Access to the 
Show will be better controlled this time around and restricted 
to just two monitored lanes. Egress will be limited to one exit 
only. This will greatly facilitate the collecting of entrance fees, 
and reduce the number of scofflaws.  
     Al Mellini put out a request for more kitchen volunteers: 
referred to here as KV duty. The tasks promise to be much 
more enlightening and mentally challenging than those 
typically associated with the old tried and true army KP duty.  
     Club members are needed to put on presentations and/or 
displays. John Dwyer is diligently assembling a corps of re-
enactors to put on a “living” display at the Show’s entrance.  
     Past Club president extraordinaire, Randy Emr, has 
volunteered to do signage for the Show. Any way you look at 
it, this is one of the most significant undertakings of our 
annual event: poor signage and advertising could ruin it. It will 
cost money, but if done properly, will be money wisely 
invested. The signs should be designed so they can be used 
year after year with minimal modification. They have to be 
simple, yet informative, and able to be read from great 
distance at rapid speed. It was suggested that anyone 
interested get involved now, or keep your thoughts and ideas 
to yourselves later. Once again, Ed Marchese posed viable 
suggestions that should be considered in his aforementioned 
after-Show report. The committee is working on a tri-fold 
brochure advertising the Show for general distribution, and a 
vendor specific one page flyer has been fabricated for 
distribution now. 
     Probably the most disappointing aspect of last years Show 
was our lackluster (no pun intended) vehicle display. It is 
hoped that more of us will provide vehicles this year. Ideally, it 
would be nice to get some assistance from the Red Ball Club 
as well. Unfortunately, this will always be an issue as long as 
the Show is held at the Sussex Fairgrounds. As nice a spot 
as it is it does have one major drawback: it is a long ways 
away from most of us. It would take me at least an hour and a 
half to drive my peep there, if it made it. It is a hard drive 
through a crowded, dramatically undulating countryside. 
Then, you have to go through it all over again when you 
return. Come to think of it, that trip puts a lot of wear and tear 
on my old bones as well. The reliability of on sight security 
was another concern. Here’s a thought. Maybe, just maybe, 
with all the “Big Rigs” we have in the Club, vehicles belonging 
to those reluctant to make the trip could be towed or flat-
bedded to the fairgrounds beforehand, and returned at 
Show’s end. It’s a thought. 
     Lastly, Ellen put out the call for volunteers. We are needed 
to help with everything, so consider signing up early while 
your choices are most diverse. Monthly Swap Meet 
gatherings will begin shortly. 
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Club Elections:  If you had left the room to answer some 
natural call just prior to our elections, you might have missed 
them. There were no paper ballots, no dangling chads to 
confuse the issue, not even a slotted voting box to gum up 
the works: I am not sure anyone even had to raise a hand; 
things were simple, “All those in favor say aye!” President 
(soon to be EX president) Fred Schlesinger identified the 
seats up for contention: President, Vice President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer. While he still held the floor, he wholeheartedly 
endorsed Linda Schwartz for Vice President. There was no 
audible opposition and many voices of support, so she was 
voted in before I even knew the elections had started!  
     Ginny McDevitt, our ‘invisible’ Treasurer, was re-elected 
unanimously. Jack, her messenger husband, was present to 
accept the ensuing accolades. As strange an arrangement as 
this is no one seems to take issue with it, but maybe Jack 
would consider holding up a picture of his wife once in a while 
during his presentation? 
     Fred then asked for nominations for President, and the 
room went silent, somewhat. All three past presidents 
present, John Sobatka, Randy Emr, and lame duck Fred 
Schlesinger, jumped at the opportunity and began telling us 
all how easy the job really is to do and how they would always 
be available to help the ‘newbie’. 
     The line and hook had been cast. We all now watched the 
bobber with anxious eyes. I sensed a nibble or two but 
nothing definitive enough to call for a yank sharp enough to 
set the hook. Suddenly, out of nowhere, the name Dave Ahl 
wafted across the room. Could it be? Was it possible for us to 
really hook, land, and filet such a fine catch…the proverbial 
big one?! It was almost too good to be true. Dave was 
noticeably flattered by the nomination, and I think excited. 
The notion soon caught on and Dave graciously accepted the 
nomination, though this author feels his knowing he would 
have the undivided support of all three past presidents was 
the clincher. Discussion was closed, the vote taken, and 
before Dave could bat an eyelash he was elected our new 
Club president. Congratulations Dave. 
     As it turned out the hardest position to fill was mine, that of 
Club Recording Secretary. It usually is, I sure did not offer 
any help to my successor! It is a thankless job (I think I was 
thanked 3 times all year. Wait, I guess that means it is a 
thankful job, anyway…) and can take up quite a bit of time to 
do. Sometimes it also helps to be able to read and write. 
Several members have stepped in and transcribed meetings 
over the last couple of years in my absence, for which I am 
very grateful, but none of them were present this 
evening....funny thing about that. This job does make you 
think, maybe more than you want or care to, but it is 
important. Anyway, Paul Dormont’s name was thrown out for 
consideration, and quickly accepted. I hadn’t even figured out 
how to spell his name and he was voted in. I suppose I could 
have passed my pad and pencil over to him then and there, 
but I decided to let him bask in the glory he was receiving at 
the time. Maybe I should have run over and hugged him. 
     Out of the euphoria that raced about the room Peter 
Schindo raised his hand and quite meekly asked what was 
going to be done about next years parade season. That took 
the blush off the rose! True to form though, Pete quickly said 
that if no one minded, he would be glad to continue doing the 
job, just as long as he was not asked to do anything else: 
NOT a problem Pete. If you really feel so compelled, I 

suppose we can let you do it. Does anyone object? Peter 
most graciously took on the job for yet another year, for which 
we are ALL most grateful. Thus concluded the 2007 
campaign and elections. 

 
Congratulations to one and all! 
 
Military Adoptees:  John Dwyer reminded us that another 
2,700 National Guard troops are set to be deployed and we 
should prepare ourselves for more “Goody Box’ shipments. 
John pointed out that the cost of each box, including postage, 
is now about $60.00; costs continue to escalate. 
     It was mentioned during the discussion that the boxes are 
sent out to each soldier in rotation: each individual can 
receive up to 6 boxes per year. In the interest of saving 
money, I suggested we consider monitoring this situation 
more closely so that each person receives only one box per 
year. As usual, my ignorance got the better of me. John 
pointed out that although boxes are postmarked to 
individuals, once they arrive and are cracked open, their 
contents are distributed without discretion to the masses. 
That settled that. 
 
Pseudo New Business:  Randy Emr wanted to discuss 
raising Club dues. When you want to stir up the pot in this 
organization that is one of the topics of choice. (The other will 
be addressed momentarily). Pray tell, I have no idea why this 
issue was raised at this time but it sure got things rolling. We 
do have a perky membership. This time however we got quite 
philosophical in our approach. President-elect Dave Ahl 
posed the following thought: Do we want more members 
paying less, or is it better to have fewer members paying 
more? Huh? How can I put that into layman’s terms? Would 
that be like having 200 Dave Cowards paying $20 each 
versus 80 Harold Ratzburgs paying $50 each? Opinions 
varied. Anyway, the concept short-circuited my brain, and 
probably lots of others and the issue faded away……….. 
when suddenly, out of nowhere, John Sobotka brought up 
the high cost of fuel and the fact that their Deuces only get 4 
to 6 miles per gallon! Can anything be done about that? 
WHOA, we had all barely caught our breath when ‘touchy 
topic’ number two was interjected.  
     John has a point you know, that IS disgustingly atrocious, 
dreadfully appalling mileage in this energy efficient day and 
age. BUT, we own what we have by choice because 
supposedly we get far more enjoyment out of them than 
aggravation. When that fact changes then it is time to sell and 
move on. Personally, that is why I went from Classic Cars to 
Military: no more chrome, one basic color, and no more 
WAXING (the scourge of mankind). For sure everyone 
present was sympathetic to the high cost of fuel, but I am 
afraid this is going to be a fact we will all have to learn to deal 
with from now on; owning dated vehicles not designed to 
stretch multiple miles out of each drop of fuel will become 
even more of a luxury as time progresses, and as bad as it 
sounds, ownership of even military vehicles may one day 
become a hobby earmarked only for the financially able. 
Remember, you heard it here first! 
     One of the things that has made Peter Schindo such an 
outstanding parade chairman is his ability to read the ‘parade 
market’ and adapt to it accordingly: he had a few things to say 
to John about the fuel issue. Fortunately at present, there 
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seems to be a high demand for military vehicles in parades. 
Consequently, Pete has been increasing the fees we charge 
per vehicle, has imposed a minimum charge per parade, and 
has started paying out cash incentives to get folks to sign on 
early. We were all familiar with his first two actions, so he 
merely elaborated on this last concept, one I shall refer to as 
his “Stipend System” for early vehicle sign-up. 
     Recently, Pete began paying a small cash bonus, $50.00 
or so, to the first person to sign on and show up for a parade 
driving assorted big rigs. (Rest assured that eventually even 
jeep drivers will want some sort of stipend for their 
participation as well.) The cash is meant to offset the higher 
cost of operating those rigs, although it also serves to get 
earlier sign-ups for parades and insures participation. 
According to Pete, the money is coming from his increased 
fees, not out of existing Club coiffures. Everyone I spoke with 
liked his approach and ideas and felt they were a step in the 
right direction.  
     Somewhat along the same vein, one of the Club’s 
founding fathers, Frank Nasto, was asked for his thoughts on 
the subject. As it turned out he had some very interesting 
opinions about the Club and money; two concepts as likely to 
blend as oil with water. There was a lot of conversation, but if 
I got it right, I think the gist of what Frank was saying is that 
the principal onus of the Club now seems to be monetarily 
driven and not social. He misses the days when guys would 
gather and discuss vehicles, mechanical issues, problems, 
and happenings, and then could turn to each other for support 
and solutions, and if need be, sympathy! Now the majority of 
time spent at each meeting seems dedicated to the almighty 
dollar. 
     There is a lot of truth in his observation. More often than 
not that is how a new organization starts out: more concerned 
with its immediate existence, survival, and fun; not raising 
money or turning a profit. Alas, for better or worse, over the 
years as our Club has matured and grown into a sizeable 
entity that wants to be recognized and accepted by everyone 
coming in contact with it, we have realized we need money to 
accomplish those goals. Modern technology now allows us to 
reach out to the world, not just around the corner, and has 
given us the opportunity to interact with the world as easily as 
we used to interact with each other. 
     That is a fun thing to do really, but it does take money, and 
change. Did our founders ever think half of the elected 
positions in the Club would ever be held by women? I doubt 
it. Did they ever think we would have over 200 members?  Or 
be sending care packages to GI’s overseas? Or owning a 
WWII locomotive? The list could go on and on. The point is, if 
we want to reach out to the worldwide military community 
sending gifts, supplies, and spreading our word, it takes 
cash: consequently, earning it and preserving it becomes a 
necessity. Only the members of this Club can decide just how 
diverse, or tight, we want to let ourselves become. BUT, 
Frank had a point that we should all take to heart, let us not 
lose site of one another as we try to focus on a bigger picture. 
If we do not work together as a Club, everything we are trying 
to accomplish will unravel in no time. 
     Dave Ahl grasped Franks meaning and suggested we 
think about having events or presentations at our meetings to 
make them more interesting and less of a ‘corporate 
gathering’. 

Honest To Goodness New Business: What better time of 
the year to discuss our annual Christmas Party, or for those 
so inclined, our “Holiday Celebration.” When everyone 
realized just how close Christmas really was we decided to 
postpone the event until January of 2008. The added time will 
allow us to make arrangements at Picatinny Arsenal, our 
eating establishment of choice. (Maybe sometime we could 
break from tradition and arrange to eat at a civilian 
establishment, and see how the other half lives.) 
     Toys for Tots was the next topic of discussion. John 
Sobatka reminded us to bring in new, unwrapped toys next 
meeting. 

 
We now interrupt this month’s meeting minutes for this unpaid 
advertisement: 
 

 
Again this year, the MTA is supporting the US 
Marine Corps “Toys For Tots” Campaign. 
Please bring your unwrapped toys to the 
December meeting. 

 
 Lastly, Peter Schindo suggested we look into the 
Club’s E-Mail provider. According to him the site is not 
reliable and could easily be improved upon. Maybe a new 
provider should be considered. An investigation is warranted. 
 Fred concluded his tenure, and the meeting, at 2140. 
 
The Wrap Up:  Those of you that read this in its entirety, I 
thank you. I am sure there must be someone out there that 
does so besides our editor, on a fairly regular basis, RIGHT?? 
Being my last column for an indeterminate amount of time, I 
decided to embellish on the Minutes somewhat and stir the 
pot a bit myself. I hope you did not mind. Being the secretary 
has its advantages; everyone ignores you until you do not 
show up for a meeting, or omit something important, yet 
because of the job’s nature, you have to pay attention to what 
everyone says and how it all interacts to make the whole. 
One thing I learned very quickly was that there is a 
tremendous amount of reiteration and redundancy when it 
comes to certain issues throughout the year(s). Take some 
solace in knowing that this is typical of any organization, but it 
would seem to me that anyone intent on reducing so much 
fluff and tidying up an outfit would pay close attention to each 
meetings minutes and learn from them. Ah, if only all of life 
could be so simple! 
      Oh, one last thing. One of the downsides to being your 
secretary is you rarely feel comfortable referencing yourself in 
the text. Consequently, you never see your name in bold 
print. Please bear with me for a second here: Bob Rooke, 
Robert C. Rooke, Rob Rooke, Robert Charles Rooke, Jr. 
That felt good. Now then, be sure to give my successor Paul 
Dormont as much support as you gave me (he.he.), and 
thank you for bearing with me and my formidable 
idiosyncrasies over these past many months. Until next time, 
that’s the way it is on this 12th day of November, in the year of 
our Lord 2007. 
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20-20 HINDSIGHT 
By Harold Ratzburg 

 
        One of the disadvantages of being an Old Geezer is that 
you can look back over the years and see all the mistakes 
you have made and now wish that you could have the 
same opportunities all over again.  But that is not to be.  The 
water is already over the dam, and under the bridge and all 
you have is your 20-20 hindsight. 
    I call it the "shoulda’, woulda’, coulda’ " syndrome, or "if I 
had only known," or "what if" etc, etc, etc. 
    As examples of what I mean, I submit the following. 
M-48 Jeep Dashboard mounts for .30 MG and BAR-----
Back in 1971, an ad appeared in Shotgun News.  You could 
buy the entire unit, dashboard mount, ammo can bracket, all 
attachments, Yoke, etc., in a GI crate, for $24.95.  Of course, 
I waited till the price went up to $75.00 before I bought mine.  
Present value is about $700 plus, if you could find one all 
complete. 
Leather Scabbard for M1 Carbine----One day an old friend, 
John Vetter, called me and told me he had found a man on 
Canal Street in New York City, that had the scabbards, NOS, 
in the crate for $15.00 each.  I wisely (?) invested a whole 15 
bucks and bought one.  Present value in NOS condition is 
$200 or more. 
Early Jeep Tire Rims, 1942----When I bought my very early 
(March 1942) Ford jeep back in 1972, it had some funny 
looking civilian type rims.  I wanted to have the cool looking 
military split rims.  So I sold off the original "civilian" type rims 
for $10.00 each.  How much would they be worth today on 
Ebay?  
Gov Issue M1 steel helmets----In the early days, the old M1 
helmets were all over the place at $5 to $10 each, complete, 
even Paratrooper helmets.  Then someone wrote the first 
book on development and variations of the helmets and liners 
and the prices took off.  Present values of a good original---
$75 to $200, or more, depending on markings. 
Cart, Hand, M3A4, Utility----The little handcart that was used 
by Airborne troops to haul their heavy machine guns or 
mortars.  An old friend, Ted Bromage, called and said he had 
found a surplus dealer that had the handcarts for $75.00 
each.  I really wanted to have one, but figured that the only 
place I could keep it would be in woods behind the house and 
it would just rot away there, except to maybe pull it behind the 
jeep in parades.  So I passed on the deal.  Present value is 
from $2000 to $3000 or so II hear.  Ouch. 
Jeep Tow Bars, in the wooden crates----An old friend, Jack 
Tenson, showed up one day in his CCKW with ten or 
twelve tow bars in the original wooden crates with all the 
attachment devices and the wooden blocks, (used to tie the 
towbar to the grill when not in use), packed inside.  He asked 
if he could store them in the woods behind the house until 
club members got them from him at $10.00 each.  I bought 
one and squirreled one away in my garage attic and the rest 
of the tow bars eventually sold off. About fifteen years later, I 
put my tow bar up for sale ($495) and a collector from the 
Netherlands bought it. The buyer could hardly wait to send 
me the money and have the wooden crate picked up from me 
by truck and then flown to Holland, where I am sure it still 

reposes in it original wooden crate.  I wonder what that pile of 
tow bars in the crates would be worth today.  Oh well. 
Military Bicycles in wooden crates----At a rally at Sarafan's 
one year, a man showed up with GI Columbia bicycles in 
wooden crates, for $80.00 each. Each bike had the Army 
serial number stamped on the bike frame.  I bought one, 
uncrated it, and hung it from the ceiling of my garage.  It sold 
about fifteen years later for about $200.00 as I recall.  
Six volt Sirens, decontamination devices, motorcycle tire 
pumps, GI spot lights, tail lights, and other GI equipment-
---could be found at the antique car flea markets like 
Hershey for five or ten or twenty dollars.  Nowadays, if you 
find anything that is painted olive drab, you would think that 
they are gold plated by the price that dealers are asking.  (I 
looked for but never did find an original Jeep horn, and I 
carried around a photo of one to make sure.  I wonder what 
happened to all the 640,000 horns produced during WWII?)  
     So my friends, these are examples of the deals I passed 
up many years ago as recalled by my 20-20 hindsight.  Now if 
I had only had 20-20 foresight at the time, think of the money 
I could have made in the hobby. 
    Of course, I would also have needed unlimited funds 
(which I did not have) to invest in the stuff, and a storage 
facility (which I did not have) to keep it all out of the weather 
for years, and the patience (which I did not have) to sit back 
and wait for the hobby to develop. 
    When you think about it, such opportunities are available 
today.  The Viet Nam War collecting is getting more popular, 
with books being written about the equipment, and Desert 
Storm cannot be far behind. 
    All you need now is the 20/20 foresight, unlimited funds, 
the storage facilities, and the patience, and don't forget, the 
good luck of making a right decision of what to buy and hold 
on to.   
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For Sale-HQ Command Tent, complete and in excellent condition 
with manual, $150. Tent stove, new in box, burns, coal, wood, diesel 
and gas, $100. Located in Union, NJ. Call Frank Nasto (908)-687-
9644.                                                                                   (12/07) 

 
For Sale-M38 parts, painted OD spare tire rim-$35,  four front seat 
cushions, black naugahyde, with L & R bottoms and backs, no tears-
$30. OD front bumper-$35, distributor cap-$5, brake and clutch 
pedal arms=$10 for both. M37 speedometer cable (NOS)-$10. Call 
Art Hornung @908-852-0272. (11/07) 

 
For Sale-1970 M-816 5-ton Military Wrecker complete 250 
Cummings engine. New style NATO 11.00X20 tires, all new brakes, 
new clutch/pressure plate, etc. Great truck that’s been stored inside.  
NJ title and license. .$18,000.  Call 973-635-2404. Leave message 
for Vinny.  (10/07) 

 
For Sale-M151 Hard top, OK condition, $200. Call Jim Moore at 
973-738-4624. (10/07) 

 
For Sale: 1953 Willys Jeep Engine, Four-Cylinder, "Go-Devil" Flat Head. 
This engine is recently removed from my CJ-3A. It has many miles on it and 
is need of rebuilding. It burns a little oil, there is some smoke, but the plugs 
don't foul easily. The oil pressure at start is only 20 psi and drops to nil after 
warm up. No death rattles. No carb, starter, and other accessories included. 
Engine mount included comes from a Jeepster,  $100.00 OBO This is a good 
engine core to start a rebuild on. To see a picture go here: 
http://home.att.net/~gmw.garage.sale/parts_for_sale_files/parts_for_sale.htm
. Also : Ex Kaiser Supersonic Jeep Engine, Four-Cylinder, "Go-Devil" Flat 
Head. Original Supersonic head not included; replaced with a standard 
cylinder head. This engine is of unknown origin, probably out of a CJ-2A, 
judging by the engine mount. It turns freely and is also a good candidate to 
start a rebuild on.  $100.00 OBO. To see a picture go here: 
http://home.att.net/~wagner.gm.page2/jeep_cj3a_files/jeep_cj3a_restoration.
htm 
Call George Wagner @ (973) 927-7616.                 (09/07) 

 
For Sale- Jeep, 1946 CJ2A, rolling chassis, frame sandblasted and painted, 
engine rebuilt, new springs/shocks, drive train in good shape, and new crank 
out split windshield. Tub and body parts dismantled, need to be mounted and 
painted. Front seat frames. Runs great! Needs new tires. Asking $4,000 o.k. 
Call Ollie (732)-356-6789 or email at JBream418@aol.com. (9/07). 

 
For Sale: 2-M105A2 Trailers w/ racks bows and canvas. $550.00, 20 
Marmite Cans $30.00 each, 2- Pistol Boxes for 45 cal. or 9mm $25.00 each. 
Radio Mount for M998 $65.00 –M16 gun rack-$100.00. BDU shirt & pants 
$30.00 a set (used), M-65 Field jackets $65.00.  Mike Bilecki-732-356-2911.                             
(9/07) 

 
For Sale: 2 M-1009 Blazers in good condition, Bill of sale only, call for 
details. $2500.00ea. Blazer rear bumpers w/pintal and mounting brackets, no 
blackout lights or clevises, $125.00. Blazer rears, 3.08 locking in very good 
condition, $200.00ea. Blazer front rears, 3.08 locking complete in V/G 
cond.,$150.00ea. Seats, M-1009 blazer no plastics, seats in V/G used 
condition sold in pairs only $125.00. Transmission, TH-400 untested but fluid 
looks great, $175.00. Fuel Tank in excellent condition, no sender, $50.00. 
 Straps in like new condition,  $40.00 pair. Windshields, $35.00ea. Drive 
shafts, rear $35.00, front, $50.00. Complete nose w/blackout drive light, 
brush guard, blackout in bumper, bridge tag.etc.no radiator, $500.00. 
Transfer case, $125.00. Fiberglass rear top in v/g condition, $50.00ea.This is 
just a small sampling of the M-1009 blazer parts that I have available call me 
for any other parts that you might need that aren't listed here.  Dan Werner 
thecpsurplus@yahoo.com or 570-350-2765.    (09/07). 

 
For Sale- Pair of M38 take off fenders, good shape $75. Mark 973-857-5154.                                                               
(9/07) 

For Sale- Four Combat Rims off WC 63-$50.00 each. Tank tow bar 
w/1 bent arm-$150.00. 1988 Dodge ¾ ton 4X4 Utility Body, ran 
when parked w/ rebuilt trans-$650.00. M416 tub only-$100.00. GMC 
M215 Dump truck racks-$50.00. 1952 M100 ¼ ton trailer (flatbed)-
$100.00. 1952 M104 1 ½ ton trailer w/ gates & racks-$150.00. M715 
Hood-$35.00 & Front fenders-$30.00 each. 1954 M100 ¼ ton trailer, 
need TLC-$250. M35A2 Radiator-$100.00. Four-370 gal drop tank & 
ejector-Call for price. 1954 M37 Ex-firetruck-$1500.00.  1943¼ 
Dump Trailer-$850.00. Military tire cage-$75.00. M715 Battery Box & 
Inner door panels-$25.00. Barnes Pump on trailer-$350.00. M35 
Tool box-$25.00. Call Richie Havens-609-259-2379.             (9/07) 

 
For Sale-M35 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Steel)-$12.00 each. 
M211/M135 Rims-$40.00 each. Pad locks (Brass)-$17.00 each. Bias Rims 
M998-$50.00 each. Field Desk-$ 25.00 each. 2 ½ /5 ton Troop seat 
hardware-$6.00. Run flat alum ring for M998-$17.00 each. Drip pans extreme 
cold-$6.00 each. 5-ton cargo cover (green) NOS-$225.00. Kevlar helmets-
$45.00 each. Silverware-$1.25. Sleeping bags cold weather-$55.00 
each.M998 air filter-$30.00. Bomb rack 2 ½ /5 ton-260.00. Seals for M900A2 
5 ton. Field file cabnets-$12.00 each (Vietnam era). Outer axle seal-$12.00. 
Antenna rope-$6.00. Front air seal-$12.00. Lug wrenches & bars 2 ½ /5 ton-
$20.00 each. Inner axle seal-$12.00. Reflector trangles-$12.00 each. Water 
cans, metal-$20.00 ea. Blister bags-$30.00. Call John at 732-317-2146 or 
sandman9@optonline.net                                             (9/07) 

 
For Sale-1943 White Halftrack. $22,500. Call Andy Gamble for details at 
(201)-697-9417. 

 
For Sale: Hand tools, MV Manuals, WWII Patriotic covers, Patton 
memorabilia. Back issues of Military Vehicles magazine. All at 
swapmeetdave.com or call Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716. (12/06) 

 
For Sale-Prices Reduced-New vinyl .50 cal MG cover (not canas), $125. 2-
1/2-ton and 5-ton used truck canvases-$300 each. 1975 Chevrolet Automatic 
C60 Air Force Tanker, $2500. M151 Jeep curtains-$50 a set.  Jeep rims-$75 
with tire and tube-$125. Heavy duty tow bar -$200. 1964 American La France 
Fire Truck, Class A Spartan Pumper (1000 gals per minute). Repowered in 
1980 with a Detroit Diesel Engine 6-71N, new power steering, new clutch, 
new air brakes, kept inside, good condition $3000.  8” snatch block-$75. 
Boarding ladder-$25, 8ft. pick up cap-$100, Water Buffalos, good condition, 
$500. M105 trailers, $250 each. Tandem car trailer-$750, Search Light trailer-
2 spots and new generator-$500. 30 ft. Army Box trailer with drop sides, 
tandem 9:20 tires-$500. Jeep pedestal gun mount-$250. Call Wally Carter 
between 7PM and 8PM (973) 366-5140.    (7/06)                                           

 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects to ground-up 
Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 

 
For Sale:  2-½ ton M35A2 cargo trucks most with winches, turbo diesel, air 
shift front ends, MWO rebuilds.  5 tons in stock: M812 bridge/trucks, M818 
Tractors, M817 Dumps, M813 Cargo Trucks, C&C.  Light plants, Snow plow 
and sander for 5 ton, Auger truck, M36 Long Chassis Truck- 2 ½ ton, 
MORE…….  All inventory listed on web www.easternsurplus.net  Dave 215-
598-8227 

 
WANTED: Coleman camping lanterns or stoves, any condition. Cash paid. 
Call Jake (201)-874-5044. 

 
WANTED:Two Convoy Lights complete or just hardware. Two 9 X 20 tires 
must be in very good condition. Call Jack (845)987-7796. 

 
Wanted- M-37 Operator and Maintenance Manuals bottom dollar 
paid (since that is what I have left).  Driver's side spare tire mount 
and latch kit for M-37. Name of a good non-VA psychiatrist. Bed 
bows and canvas for M-37.  Fender mount heater unit and any other 
items to dress up an M-37.  Paul Dormont- pdormont@comcast.net 
or 908-451-0536. 

 
Wanted-Hardtop for M-37 Dodge, know where one is? Call Warren-732-735-
5155 

http://home.att.net/~gmw.garage.sale/parts_for_sale_files/parts_for_sale.htm
http://home.att.net/~wagner.gm.page2/jeep_cj3a_files/jeep_cj3a_restoration.htm
mailto:JBream418@aol.com
mailto:thecpsurplus@yahoo.com
mailto:sandman9@optonline.net
http://www.swapmeetdave.com
http://WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
http://www.easternsurplus.net
mailto:pdormont@comcast.net
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Off the Airwaves at 0630, 
 

Robert C. Rooke, jr. 
(Yeah! It’s BOLD!) 
 
Editor’s Note: I just want to thank all those that have 
contributed to this year’s meeting minutes: Bob Rooke, 
Robert C. Rooke, Rob Rooke, Robert Charles Rooke, Jr.   
     I’m sure Vinny Schwartz will agree with me that this 
month’s meeting minutes will most likely entail enough 
reading for two complete toilet sittings. Thank you again Bob! 

     
A Different Kind of Road Ride 
Story and Pictures by John Dwyer 

 
     We rode on steel rails rather than dirt roads on a mild 
weekend in late October. At Frank Eichenlaub III’s invitation 
we journeyed more than 150 miles on the New York, 
Susquehanna, and Western (NYS&W) railroad crossing 
though some of the most remote areas and some of the most 
populous areas of New Jersey in one trip.  
 

 
 
     What does this have to do with military vehicles? The 
vehicle we were riding in is an Ex-US Navy track car, which 
Frank acquired from Government Liquidations at Norfolk 
Naval Base. After successfully winning the car at auction, 
Frank Sr. and Frank Jr. drove to Norfolk, loaded the 2000 
pound monster up on their trailer, and returned to NJ all in 
one day! Of course it would not start, and the transmission 
was frozen, but it was a great find! 
     The car is known as an A-4 and was used as a gang car to 
inspect rail and carry work crews to sites along the right of 
way. It has a four-cylinder Ford industrial engine, four forward 
and four reverse speeds, and a standard clutch. The brakes 
are applied via a hand brake bar which forces the shoes onto 
the face of the steel railroad wheels.  It is currently completely 
topless and open to the elements. 
     Once home, Dad and Son had quite a bit of work to do to 
make the A-4 track worthy. The carburetor was cleaned and 
repaired, the transmission was torn down and cleaned of rust, 
lights and stop lights were added, seats were added, gauges 
were installed, a fuel tank was grafted in from a motor boat – 

but like the phoenix, it soon came back from its lifeless 
condition! 
     After a test run on the Susquehanna RR, the car got its 
long-distance trial on the weekend of 20-21 October. MTA 
members Frank Eichenlaub (Sr and Jr), Justina 
Marcussen, Mike Laner, John (SOB) Sobotka, and I met in 
Riverdale to ride the rails to Warwick, NY on Saturday, and 
North Bergen on Sunday. About 160 miles in total. We joined 
about 20 other railcars on this trip – folks came from all over 
the east to make this journey. 
 

 
 
     The Volunteer Railroaders Association of NJ sponsors 
several railcar excursions every year and we were fortunate 
enough to be included in this outing. They ‘rent’ the railroad 
from the owning company and ensure all operations are 
conducted to a strict set of operating rules. It did not hurt that 
several of the participants are employed by the NYS&W – 
including Frank Jr, who is an engineer for the company. 
Some members of the VRA acted as ‘flaggers’ and blocked 
the road crossings for our convoy on Saturday. They would 
get to ride on Sunday and other volunteers would flag that 
day. Our Vice-President – SOB – put his railroad expertise to 
good use all day and served as a ‘switch man’ – throwing 
switches for our convoy. 
 

 
 
      We departed Riverdale, NJ on Saturday morning about 10 
AM and ran through Butler – right through town – then on to 
much more remote spots like Newfoundland, Stockholm, 
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Sparta Mountain, White Lake, Franklin, Ogdensburg, 
Hamburg, Vernon, and Warwick. Sometimes we seemed to 
follow roads – Route 23, Route 15, Route 94 – and much of 
the time we were traversing wild areas that showed few signs 
of people. Remnants of many old rail lines could be seen – 
most long gone, as well as some deteriorating stations and 
closed mills. A meal stop at a former RR station in Vernon 
also gave everyone the opportunity to use a port-a-john. It 
was a beautiful trip through some of the least visited areas in 
the state. A few bow hunters and some ‘squatters’ were the 
only folks we encountered along the tracks. 
 

  
      
     The rail cars must be turned around to make the return 
trip. Most have a hydraulic or electric jack and turntable built 
onto the bottom of the car. The turntable goes down, the car 
rises off the rails, and the occupants spin it around to reverse 
directions. We did that at a little used road crossing in 
Warwick, NY and headed south – trying to beat the setting 
sun on the way home. Once the October sun dipped behind 
the hills it got absolutely chilly on that open car – just like 
riding that open jeep with the windshield down. We got back 
to Riverdale just about 7 PM. 
     Sunday was a very different ride – we started about 9:30 
AM and headed east for North Bergen. Lots more suburban 
homes bordering the tracks, and much more industry on the 
route. The Passaic River trestle is an open span – no 
guardrails – and is about 60 feet above the river. No room for 
error should you slip off the car!  Paterson, NJ is the home of 
the US industrial revolution – and a city that produced 
locomotives for about 100 years. The view from the railroad 
was that of a blighted city, with mounds of trash covering the 
right of way for miles. I am sure there is a better view, but we 
did not get to experience it from the rails. 
     We met an oncoming Susquehanna train along the way – 
all planned and coordinated of course. We pulled into a siding 
while the locomotive and its cars passed us going west. 
Continuing east, we were soon in an intermodal yard where 
containers and freight are transferred to tractor trailers for 
shipment to their destination. These are the yards you see 
when you drive the Turnpike or Route 495 – numerous tracks 
covered with containers and freight cars. We were able to ride 
through all the way to Route 17 where we turned our convoy 
around.  For the return trip, we pulled our car onto a turntable 
in Little Ferry and turned it around. This is one of only two 
operating turntables in New Jersey, so it was a rare 

experience for us. We crossed the Hackensack River on the 
way back where we viewed the USS Ling, a WWII submarine 
which is now a museum.  
     Traffic was much more evident in Paterson on the return 
trip, and we had many impatient drivers backed up at the 
crossings. I am sure we were ‘saluted’ several times by 
frustrated drivers. Two speeders broke down as we went 
west, and had to be towed. Rules are that every car must 
carry a tow-bar, so nobody blocks the rails in the event of 
mechanical troubles. We arrived back at the start point just 
about 7 PM and had the car loaded onto the trailer by 7:45.  
     This was a very, very neat experience. The scenery was 
just incredible and the ability to see it all from otherwise 
inaccessible rails was great. I would recommend it if you ever 
get the opportunity! It would be even better in a jeep, so I am 
now looking for rail wheels and adapter/spacers for my ’42 
GPW – so if anybody knows a source, I am buying!  
     The VRA runs several trips per year, and the National 
Association of Rail Car Operators (NARCOA) runs excursions 
all over the US and Canada. Some multi-day trips to exotic 
places like Alaska, Mexico and the Canadian Rockies. 
Railcars typically run $3000 -$5000 plus you need a trailer to 
haul them. You must be licensed and insured by NARCOA to 
run your car on one of these trips.  
 
My pictures from the trip are here: 
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/doctordirt/NARCOA
%20speeder%20Trip/ 
 

 
Adoptees 
Editorial   

 
Prices are going 
up everywhere – 
much of it related 
to the cost of 
energy. There is 
also a worldwide 
shortage of cacao 
beans – which 

chocolate is made from, and the recent floods and droughts 
have damaged the sugar beet crops in the US south and 
west.  
     What does this mean to us? Well, the contents of the 
boxes we send our adoptees have not substantially changed 
in a year, but the prices have risen. A twenty-pound box of 
stuff typically cost us about $35 to fill one year ago. That rose 
to $37.50 by this fall and is now at $41.50. The US Postal 
Service also got a rate increase this year and the cost to mail 
a box went from $7.65 to $9.35 on average.  
     It means that we all must work to make this Sussex show 
a success. The funds we raise go directly to supporting 
deployed soldiers. Not one cent is spent on overhead or 
administrative costs – every penny goes to fill and mail boxes.  
     What can you do? Volunteer to staff the admission gates 
for part of the weekend. Help set up and tear down tables in 
the exhibit hall. Help at the food concession making and 
serving hot dogs. Above all, bring your vehicles to display at 
the show – we cannot be a military vehicle club without 
YOUR military vehicles.                                  John Dwyer 

http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v79/doctordirt/NARCOA%20speeder%20Trip
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Military Transport  Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Military Transport Association of North Jersey is a non-
profit organization for people interested in collecting, 
restoring, displaying, and operating historic military vehicles. 
Members of the club participate in 15 to 20 parades every year 
as well as educational events, militaria and truck shows, 
rallies, trail rides and visits to veteran’s homes. 
     Members also participate in projects such as restoring a 
jeep for the National Guard Museum, the National Night Out, 
USMC Toys for Tots campaign, fund raising for the National 
WWII and Korean War Memorials, Boy Scout projects, and 
National Guard recruiting campaigns. 
     Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month at 
the Whippany American Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany, 
NJ. You can come between 7:00 and 7:30 p.m. to eat pizza, 
sandwiches and enjoy other refreshments. Beer and wine is 
available from the Legion Hall. The meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. 
and is normally over by 9:00 p.m. 
Join the MTA now and receive: 

• 12 issues of the Motor Pool Messenger newsletter. 
• FREE classified sales and want ads in the newsletter. 
• Notices of parades and events in which you can 

participate. 
• FREE annual picnic and FREE annual pizza party. 
• FREE MTA embroidered patch (when you attend an 

event). 

Next MTA Meeting 
Monday, December 10th 
At the Whippany 
American Legion! 
 
Don’t Forget 

Toys for Tots! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To join the Military Transport Association, send this form (or 
the same information on a blank sheet of paper) with $20.00 
annual membership dues ($25.00 for Family Membership) to 
the address below. Dues are for the calendar year. 
 
Name_______________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________ 
 
Telephone  (________)________________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________________________ 
 
Military vehicle(s) owned_____________________________ 
 
Mail completed application with $20.00 annual dues to: 
 

Military Transport Ass’n of North Jersey 
P.O. Box 393 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

Military Transport Association of North Jersey 
A Chapter of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association 

The MTA Wishes all its Members a Happy and Healthy Holiday! 


