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MTA 2013 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                    Email: randyemr@aol.com 
 

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Tel:  973-338-9497                     Email: dvecc907@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck 
Tel: 908-391-2777                       Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel:201-456-4071                         Email:Schindop@optonline.net 
 

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          Email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
         

Recording Secretary-George Wagner 
Tel:  : 973-927-7616             Email: wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 Email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                 Email:wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

2013 Sussex Show Chairman- Fran Antico 
Tel: 973-670-1277             Email: FranA@mtaofnj.org 

ON THE COVER –A WWI Motor Pool of Harley Davidson 
motorcycles and sidecars with a group of mechanics, dispatch riders 
and officers standing proudly by their machines. (Photo from the 
collection of Dave Steinert). 

The next MTA monthly meeting will be on June 10th 2013 at 
8:00 PM at the Whippany American Legion, Legion Place, 
Whippany, NJ. Refreshments at provided at 7:30PM. 

 
Military Transport Association 
Meeting Minutes for May 13th 2013 

 

Meeting Started at 8:00 PM  
 

The Meeting was held at the American Legion Hall in 
Whippany, NJ. A Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence – 
Prayer, led by Dennis Vecchiarelli, (Scott was absent this 
evening), started the meeting.    
The Minutes of the previous meeting, as they appear in the 
newsletter, were approved with the following addendum. MTA 
Member JP (John Parrinello)  indicated that there were 
repeated incorrect references to his organization which aids 
wounded warriors, the name is “Wheelers for the 
Wounded”. 
 
Club Office Reports 
 
Packages Overseas – As per the discussion from last 
meeting, we need a unique name for the effort, something 
that is not being used by other groups. John Sobotka 
volunteered a name ‘DARTS’ for Deployed And Returning 
Troops – Supported.  Not a bad name really. We are also 
reminding you, the reader, to send in a name of a loved one 
who is overseas and would like to receive a care package 
from us. The list is never full up, we will send to everyone we 
can.  

 
Treasurers Report – Dennis Vecchiarelli delivered the 
following Treasury Report: 
 

 
 
Website – No report.  
 
Membership – Chairman Fred Schlesinger – New 
Members – There were 10 additional members added during 
the Swap Meet & Show. The month of June has been 
selected a purge date. After June, going forward, anyone 
who has not paid dues will be dropped from The Club 
roster. Please look at your mailing label on this 
newsletter. If it does not contain a 2013 date, this is your 
last delivered newsletter.  
 
Parades – Chairman Peter Schindo – Every upcoming 
parade, from Memorial Day through the 4th of July, was 
painstakingly addressed. The attending membership was 
queried as to who could attend which parade, and the list(s) 
were updated. All this updated information can be found on 
the website (www.MTAOFNJ.org). Please reference the web 
pages for all your questions. If you can’t find an answer, 
please contact Peter.  
  
Newsletter – Chairman Dave Steinert thanked Bill Murphy 
for last month’s meeting minutes. Dave also recognized 
Vinny Schwartz contributing the AAR on the Swap Meet & 
Show, Fred Schlesinger for supplying the pictures from the 
show; Lucas Nooter for the ‘Combat Zone’ article; and 
Harold Ratzburg’s ‘Collector’s Corner’ article; all appearing 
in last month’s newsletter. Everyone commented on the great 
issue of Motor Pool Messenger last month.   
 
Show & Swap Meet – Chairman Fred Schlesinger – 
Actually, Fred was subbing for Sue Schlesinger as she was 
attending a Red Cross meeting this same evening. Sue is the 
Medical Safety Officer (MSO) for the show weekend. There 
were two instances of ‘beings left in the locked car’, one was 
a pooch and the other was a Grandmother. No injuries 
resulted from these incidents.  There were two incidences 
where EMS vehicles were dispatched, but there were no 
more details provided, except the injuries were not life 
threatening.  
 
OMS7 – Chairman Steve Vidam was not present, but a nice 
discussion amongst the membership about the proper brake 
system adjustments on very large vehicles was conducted. 
There are two places to adjust drum brakes, top and bottom 
adjusters. The service period between major adjustments and 
minor adjustments was discussed.  

mailto:dsteinert@optonline.net
mailto:dvecc907@gmail.com
mailto:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com
mailto:schindop@optonline.net
mailto:fred@mtaofnj.us
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USS Ling Museum -- Committee Report – There will be a 
ceremony on Memorial Day, 1 PM, but the museum will not 
be open to the public. There are too many things to be fixed 
before it can be open; many of these are safety issues.  732-
433-3359 
 
ROB (Railroad Operating Battalion) – Chairman John 
Sobotka reported on a meeting held by ROB committee and 
established tentative dates for the Toys for Toys Train Rides / 
Collection Trips.  

There are two separate routes / events this year, like 
last year. The first route(s), the December 7th and 8th 
Susquehanna Event is really going to be two events in 
themselves. The 12/7 route is to collect all the toys destined 
for the Marines at Picatinny. The next day, 12/8, the train will 
travel a northern route from Warwick, NY, and will end with 
the toys being delivered to the boys at Stewart AFB, 
Newburgh, NY.  

The December 14th event, starts in Morris County, 
with the first stop being in Flanders and goes though 
Ledgewood-Kenvil-Dover-Rockaway. The train will be ‘held 
over’ for use as a display in Horseshoe Lake, Succasunna, on 
Sunday 12/ 15.  

The Morristown & Erie, officially formed in August of 
1903 with the merger of the Whippany River Railroad and the 
Whippany & Passaic River Railroad, is the second-oldest 
continuously operating short line railroad in the United States. 
To celebrate the occasion of its 110th anniversary, the M&E 
will be operating a rare-mileage excursion over existing NJ 
Transit commuter rail lines and Norfolk Southern freight rail 
lines in New Jersey and Pennsylvania on Saturday, August 
24, 2013. Look here for ticket information: 

  http://www.anniversary.merail.com/ 
 

John also talked about the Lyon’s Hospital Vets 
event. This joint effort between the MTA and the ‘Wheelers for 
the Wounded’ organization will be held at the Whippany Train 
Museum on June 22nd. John asked if they can borrow 
several sets of tables and chairs from anyone who has them 
to lend. Please contact John if you can help.  

The Club’s Railcar is in good shape, there have been 
some grass / weed / tree culling in the area, so accessibility is 
no longer an issue.  

“Lead East” car show paper work has been received 
and the membership is being organized to see who can help 
fill out allotted spots for the four day event. 
 
Old Business – none 
 
New Business – none 
 
For the Good of the Club – The Red Ball & MTA Summer 
Picnic date has been set for Saturday, August 17th 2013. The 
picnic at Sven’s is a highlight of the year for both our club’s 
activities. Put this date on your calendar and it is never too 
early to pray for good weather. John Sobotka was allocated 
$1,000 to spend on food and the usual picnic materials.  
Vinny Schwartz mentioned the picnic / cookout hosted by 
MTA member Jude Meehan next month, Saturday June 8th. 
Jude extended an invite for an informal picnic, tour of his fire-
base and a gathering of military vehicle enthusiasts at his 

Howell, NJ. Bring your military vehicle or personal vehicle, 
bring stuff to vend / sell, etc. or just come out and have a 
good time. For information and directions, contact Jude 
Meehan at 732-433-3359. 

President Randy Emr mentioned the outdoor club 
meeting plans. As of this meeting night, the July meeting will 
be held on Saturday 7/13, in Madison NJ, just like last year. 
The August meeting will be held a Sven’s place during the 
Red Ball & MTA Picnic, just like last year.  
  Mission of Honor – Vinny Schwartz – The cremains 
of 44 veterans from Hudson County have been (or soon will 
be) interred as of this night’s meeting. Vinnie again thanked 
The Membership for the generous donations.  
 

The food venue for tonight’s meeting was catered hot 
trays of Chicken Marsala, Eggplant Parmesan, and Sausage 
& Peppers, along with pizza(s). Thank you Brett!  
 
A 50-50 was conducted, and the meeting was adjourned at 
9:15 PM. 
 

Submitted Respectively 
By George Wagner 

 
 

American Military 
Motorcycles in WWI 

By Dave Steinert 
 

The idea of using motorcycles for military use was not 
new in World War I. The United States War Department had 
requested twelve Harley-Davidsons for use during the 
Mexican-American border conflict in 1916 used in the pursuit 
of Pancho Villa. By April of 1917, when the United States was 
about to entered WWI, there were several US companies 
manufacturing motorcycles that could assist in the 
mobilization of troops stationed at the frontlines. The two 
major companies providing motorcycles to the war effort were 
Indian and Harley Davidson, but motorcycles manufactured 
by Excelsior-Henderson, Cleveland and a few other US 
manufacturers also made it to Europe.  

 

 
 

The Indian motorcycle was initially built by the 
Hendee Manufacturing Company and was located in 

http://www.anniversary.merail.com/
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Springfield, Massachusetts. The company began building 
motorcycles in 1901 and by 1917 had established itself as 
one of the premier companies building motorcycles in the 
United States. Indian devoted a majority of its production to 
the war effort by building over 41,000 motorcycles for the U.S. 
military during WWI. 
 

 
 

The military model produced by Indian was based on 
their new Powerplus Big Twin, having a side-valve V-twin 
engine, which was introduced in 1916. The 61 cubic inch 
(1000 cc), 42 degree V-twin engine was more powerful and 
quieter than previous designs, producing 18 horsepower and 
having a top speed of 60 mph. (Not quite as fast as the 
“crotch rockets” of today, but faster than most gasoline power 
vehicles at the time). The engine was mounted to a three 
speed hand shift transmission. The drive train was mounted in 
a frame that had both front and rear suspension.  It had a gas 
headlamp mounted on the front fork with a rear brake for 
those quick stops. Because of its concentration on producing 
motorcycles for the military during WWI, the availability of 
Indian bikes to the civilian population was very small, which 
affected its popularity and sales in the postwar years. The 
company was renamed the Indian Motorcycle Manufacturing 
Company in 1928. 

 

 

The Harley-Davidson Motorcycle Company, founded 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, began selling motorcycles in 1904 
that were originally built in a backyard shed behind the 
Davidson’s family home. In 1906, the Harley and Davidson 
brothers built their first factory on Milwaukee’s Chestnut 
Street (later  Juneau Avenue).  Back then, the company built 
about 50 bikes a year.  

 

 
 

             With additional design improvements to their V-Twin 
model in 1911, the performance and popularity of their 
motorcycles grew and by 1914, the company was building 
over 16,000 machines a year. During the same year, Harley-
Davidson introduced side cars for their bikes, which provided 
other options and uses beyond that of a single rider. By 1916, 
Harley Davidson had gained an advantage in the military 
aspect of the business by providing motorcycles to the U.S. 
War Department to patrol and assist in border skirmishes 
between Mexico and the United States. So by 1917, the 
company already had its proverbial “foot in the door” as far as 
the U.S. military was concern. 
 

 
 

In 1917, Harley-Davidson presented their military 
model based on their J Series motorcycle. The frame 
supported a 61 cubic inch F-Head motor which produced 15 
horsepower, which ranked it below the Indian as far as power 
was concerned. The transmission was operated by a three 
speed hand shift and the frame was equipped with front 
suspension and only a rear brake for stopping.  Like the 
Indian PowerPlus, the electric headlamp, standard on their 
civilian model was replaced with a simple gas version. Harley-
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Davidson would supply almost 20,000 motorcycles to support 
the war effort, but at the same time provide bikes for civilian 
use. 

The Henderson Motorcycle Company began its 
origins in Detroit, Michigan, when two brothers, William and 
Tom Henderson converted their ideas and enthusiasm for 
motorcycling into a company and introduced a prototype 
design in 1911. The prototype was originally designed with a 
belt drive, but later converted to a chain drive system for 
productions models. 

From 1912 to 1917, their motorcycles migrated 
through several design and model changes with different 

engine and powertrain 
modifications compiled 
with design improvements 
to the frame. During this 
period, the company 
became very involved in 
producing motorcycles for 
racing purposes, thereby 
gaining an excellent 
reputation for their speed 
and endurance around the 
world.   

Despite this 
reputation, the company 
experienced financial 
difficulties from the effects 
of WWI and in 1917, the 
Henderson Brothers sold 
their company to Ignaz 
Schwinn, owner of both 
the Schwinn Bicycle 
Company and Excelsior 
motorbikes, who also had 

established a reputation in the motorcycle racing world with 
their motorbikes.  

Soon after the sale of the company was complete, the 
manufacture of the Henderson motorcycles was moved to 
Schwinn’s Excelsior Motor Mfg. & Supply Co. in Chicago, 
Illinois. Initially Bill and Tom worked in management at the 
Excelsior factory, but Tom eventually left the company in the 
beginning of 1919. Henderson motorcycles were marketed 
and sold extensively overseas as well as in the United States 
during the Schwinn years. But the Excelsior brand name had 
already been used in Germany and Britain, so export models 
were marketed as the "American-X". 

When the United States entered World War I, 
Excelsior terminated their interest in the racing scene and 
produced all their models during the war years painted in 
military olive green. The number of Excelsior-Henderson 
motorcycles built for the war effort cannot be confirmed, but 
the company never reached the numbers built by Harley 
Davidson and Indian.  

On December 11, 1922 William Henderson was killed 
in a motor accident while testing a new prototype. And 
although Excelsior motorcycles did become popular with 
police departments around the country, which kept them 
financially afloat during the 1920s, the economic conditions of 
the Great Depression lead to the company’s demise in 1931. 
The company had a short resurgence, when in 1993, Dan 

Hanlon secured the rights to the Excelsior-Henderson 
trademarks and produced motorcycles in Belle Plains, 
Minnesota from 1999-2000. But the company would quickly 
succumb to the financial turmoil of the marketplace.  

Another American company to supply motorcycles to 
the war effort during WWI was the Cleveland Motorcycle 
Manufacturing Company, often called the Cleveland 
Motorcycle, which manufactured motor bikes in Cleveland, 
Ohio from 1915 to 1929. During World War I, the company 
produced a motorcycle with a two-stroke engine that was 
used by U.S. forces in a courier role behind the lines. 

 

 
 

Other small American motorcycle companies that 
began producing motorcycles in the early 1900s and were 
competitors of both Harley Davidson and Indian were asked 
to modify their factories to produce equipment other than 
motorcycles for the war effort.  The few that did continue to 
manufactured small quantities of motorcycles for WWI 
eventually went bankrupt during the Great Depression and 
were no longer in business when the United States entered 
WWII. But both Harley Davidson and Indian would build 
quantities of motorcycles to support the war effort in the 
Second World War. 
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 Unlike the popular Harley-Davidson WLA’s that were 
mostly used as dispatch motorcycles during WWII, the 
motorcycles of WWI saw a lot of action on the front lines. 
Motorcycles were outfitted with machine gun mounted sidecars, 
where several would be organized into a “Motor Mobile Infantry” 
unit. The sidecar frames could also be modified to securely hold 
stretchers to carry one or two wounded soldiers from the front 
lines to a field hospital. They were also used to lead convoys, 
deliver dispatches and general quick transportation behind the 
lines. 

 
 

Rebuilding the Iraqi Army 
By Lucas Nooter SFC-Retired 

U.S. Army 
 

                  As mentioned in the April issue of the Motor Pool 
Messenger, our transportation missions were mostly for the 
major American Commands rotating in and out of Iraq. 
                  Nevertheless, towards the end of 2004 the powers to 
be tasked the 1452nd Transportation Company to assist the Iraqi 
Army in moving refurbished Russian T-55 Tanks and Russian 
BMP's (a cross between an armored personnel carrier and a light 
tank). 
 

 

The armored vehicles were rebuilt at a base near 
Muqdadiyah in Northeastern Iraq. Our job was to pick them up 
and bring them to the Iraqi sector of Taji. Camp Taji was divided 
into an American sector and an Iraqi sector. 

 At the completion of the final of three missions, General 
Petraeus with his bodyguards and some Iraqi officers showed up 
to praise our accomplishments. His bodyguards were heavily 
armed and were a mix of nationalities from the coalition forces 
(i.e. Australian, English etc.). 

 

 
 

The result of our efforts was that the Iraqi Army was able 
to activate two battalions of the 1st Iraqi Mechanized Brigade. 
Their Staff Sergeant Major and 
Staff Brigadier General rewarded 
us with a Certificate of 
Appreciation. 

 A spin off of this 
mission was that on 30 January 
2005, we loaded T55's and 
BMP's, with their Iraqi crews, 
and dropped them off in the 
vicinity of various polling places. 
The first national election took 
place on that day. Of course eight years later Iraq is still far 
removed from being a viable democracy. 
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 
973-347-9091. 
 
For Sale: I just got an interesting collection of new and lightly used manuals 
on things like assembling a Harley WLA, correct locations for pioneer tools 
and rifle bracket on M-series vehicles, electrical circuit number ID, parachute 
rigging of a HMMWV for air drop, US Army Survival Manual (new!), and the 
Bosnia Order of Battle Handbook.  
Full list at SwapMeetDave.com/Manuals.htm. Also got some new books on 
tanks and wheeled vehicles; link from Manuals page. Dave Ahl, 973-285-
0716. (5/13) 

 
For Sale: 1942 MB Slat Grill Jeep. The Jeep is in great shape and runs well, 
garage kept with new battery. Comes with many extras, including army radio, 
Hull compass, etc. Asking $15000 or best offer. Call Gary at home at 201-
865-1607 or his cell 551-482-1259. (5/13) 

 
 

For Sale-1985 CUCV M1009, 87,500 miles, $3500. Please call Mike @ 973-
721-4251 for additional information. (3/13) 

 
For Sale: U.S. WWII .50 cal. Side-latch ammo cans. Inside excellent 
condition, outsides have some minor rusting spots, but no pitting. $25 each. I 
can bring to meeting or swap meet. Bob Benson @973-293-7101. (3/13)

 
For Sale: Old style Fisher Super Plow Frame. Truck end only. Late 1980s; 
GM P/U for ¾ or 1-ton truck. Complete set-up with every nut, bolt, cables, 
wires lights. Pump runs off motor. $425 or B/O. Call Jack @ 845-988-6081. 
(2/13). 

 
For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email your 
requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net 

 
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of 
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away 
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military 
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep 
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-
539-4919  

 
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB, 
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. One bench seat for a 
1953 Chevy pickup. Call Tom Weaver at (973)-627-9448. 

 
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep frames, 
front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call Paul Wadeson at 
(607)-637-2275. 

 
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs 
great, needs a little cab work, $3500.  Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, 
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is 
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, 
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, 
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave 
@917-567-6419, NY  

 
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint  shape, heat, 
winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great shape, 1-ton 
trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop seats, runs great, needs 
sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM 
Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for cash.!! , or trade    call me Dave at 1-917-
567-6419.  

 
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear 
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC 
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at 
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark. 

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects to ground-up 
Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 

Eastern Surplus & Equipment Co. is celebrating its 12th year! 
  

We are now offering 100% PARTS SUPPORT for 2½ TON and 5 TON ALL 
WHEEL DRIVE MILITARY VEHICLES Stocking a large inventory of trucks, 
including: 2-½ ton M35A2 Turbo Diesel powered all wheel drive in various 
body configurations; 2-½ ton M35A3 upgraded trucks with Caterpillar Diesel 
engines and Allison Automatic transmission; 5-ton M800 series, Cummins 
Diesel powered, 6 x 6 trucks in Cab and Chassis, Long-Medium-Short 
Frames, Dump Trucks, 5th Wheel Tractors, Hydraulic Wreckers, Van Bodies-
expandable, Cargo Beds-Flatbeds; 5-ton M900 series; 5-ton with Naturally 
aspirated or Turbo charged Cummins diesel engines, Allison 
Automatic transmission, single tires We can EXPORT to any 
location, properly handle all required export documentation, and provide 
approved transportation to any US port for overseas shipment.  Domestic 
shipment offered to anywhere in the US. Services by our team of mechanics 
in our modern shop include: Full rebuild, component replacement, paint and 
more.  We offer pickup and return service for trucks to be repaired/rebuilt in 
our shop via self unloading flatbed trailer. PAY-PAL online and credit cards 
now accepted. 
Please take a look at our web page to see many of the parts and trucks 
we have in stock http://www.easternsurplus.net. 

 
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to put my Mil 
Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can have it mobile in 
my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape or equipment trailer 12ft to 
14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what I am looking for. Better shape ok if 
the price is right, Doesn't need to have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499  or 
randy@aol.com 

 
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control cables, 
knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler (973) 263-1923. 

 

http://www.mvpa.org
mailto:dsteinert@optonline.net
mailto:ajtucophc@comcast.net
mailto:randy@aol.com
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Military Transport Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

                                                            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next MTA Monthly Meeting 
Monday, June 10th 8:00PM 
Whippany American Legion 

 

http://www.mtaofnj.org
http://www.bantamjeepfestival.com/
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