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MTA 2014 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                    Email: randyemr@aol.com 
 

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Tel:  973-338-9497                     Email: dvecc907@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck 
Tel: 908-391-2777                       Email:smoking_diesel62@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel:201-456-4071                         Email: info@peterschindo.com 
 

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          Email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
         

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz 
Tel:  973-635-2404                     Email: vsaws@optonline.net 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 Email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                 Email:wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

2014 Sussex Show Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-527-3307                       Email: bmurph411@gmail.com 

ON THE COVER- A 1970 M58A1 FMC Tracked Cargo 
Carrier owned by Kublos Surplus on display at the 2014 
MTA Military Swap Meet at the Sussex Fairgrounds. 

 

REMINDER: IT WAS AGREED AND VOTED UPON AT THE 
JUNE 2013 MEETING THAT STARTING IN SEPTEMBER 
THE MONTHLY MTA MEETINGS WOULD BE HELD ON 
THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH. SO… 

The MTA monthly meeting was held on 
THURSDAY, May 1st 2014 at 8:00 PM at the Whippany 
American Legion, Legion Place, Whippany, NJ. 
Refreshments were provided at 7:30PM 

 
 

Military Transport Association 
 

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, April 3rd 2014 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Randy 
Emr promptly at 8:00 p.m. Sergeant-at-Arms, Scott Fleck led 
the attending members in a Pledge of Allegiance and a 
Moment of Silence was followed by the approval of the 
minutes from last month’s meeting as they appeared in last 
month’s newsletter. Attendance was overwhelming. 

There were two new members in attendance at the 
meeting, Joe Mastrosimone and Brad Kerber…the MTA 
welcomes you both…thank you for your support! 
 MTA Member, Tim Farrell, reporting on behalf of 
Parade Chairman, Peter Schindo (who is still in Florida 
fearing an early spring snow storm in NJ), reviewed the 
upcoming Memorial Day Parade schedule.  
 Tim meticulously worked (begged) with the 
membership for volunteers to attend the contracted parades 
the MTA is committed to do. (At this point our beloved 
Secretary finally arrived at the meeting…what follows is his 
report)…I caught the parade schedule by Tim Farrell. Looks 

like Peter found a good replacement. Tim seemed to have it 
all under control even making the same errors that Peter 
always has. I'm sure he will get it figured out soon.  
 Vice President Dennis Vecchiarelli read the 
following Treasury Report: 
 

 
 

 Newsletter Editor Dave Steinert thanked those who 
contributed articles to last month’s newsletter. In last month’s 
newsletter there was an article about the volunteer work 
provided by long time MTA member John Boyle at Arlington 
National Cemetery. He deserves to be congratulated for not 
only donating his time but also his equipment to help keep 
this national treasure pristine for all Americans to be proud of. 
 John “JP” Parrinello spoke about the planned event 
at the Whippany Railroad this summer. Veterans from Lyons 
Hospital will be bused to Whippany for the day with a picnic 
and train ride. John Sobotka will have a definite date in the 
near future. 
 Membership Chairman Fred Schlesinger claimed we 
now have about 125 paid members not counting the Life 
members. But he hopes to get a lot of membership renewals 
at the April MTA Military Vehicle Swap Meet. When Fred 
starts giving his tally, figuring in Life members, subtracting 
members who haven’t paid and members who he hopes to 
renew…  I feel like I'm down at the Shop Rite checkout…the 
one that says “Twenty Items or Less”…can someone please 
explain to me exactly what that means? Does a six pack of 
beer count as one item or six? 
 Big Jack Shuart spoke about during one of the 
recent severe storms, the wind blew over the flag pole at the 
USS Ling Museum in Hackensack and it almost sunk the 
submarine. Luckily it didn’t. 
 I gave a short talk about the Mission of Honor and 
how they have added a link from their website to our Sussex 
show. The MOH gets about ten thousand hits so we should 
be able to be seen by anyone who wants to open the link.
 John Sobatka spoke about the new Veterans 
Cemetery that has finally gotten Senate approval to open in 
Sussex County. This thing has been in discussion for many 
years. Let's see how it progresses. 
 On the show news, we need volunteers, even for an 
hour or two. Come on out and support your club. 
Last year the MTA got stiffed for about $3500 in camping 
fees…we need to get a handle on that this year. Friends, the 
club should have someone go around at night and count how 
many are sleeping in camp spaces. Then just add the 
violators up and have them pay the club? You cheap skates 
are on notice this year! 
 Fred Schlesinger noted there are still vendor spots 
available under the grandstands. We continue to grow the 
show and it is better to have an excess of spots than to turn a 
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vendor away and lose the variety that makes the swap meet 
so interesting. We are hopeful of having the Forest Fire 
service fly in with a UH-1 Helicopter this year but as Jack 
Shuart says, we won't know until show time, depending on the 
forest file situation on the weekend of the show. 
 Randy spoke about the truck pull and said that the 
teams would be made up of ten persons each. Randy 
reinforced that we need every ones help this year with the 
show. Table set-up will be at 10:00AM on Thursday…see Art 
Swain if you can help. 
 The 50/50 was held and I didn't win so who cares? 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40PM. 

 

 
 

AAR:2014 MTA Spring Military Vehicle Swap Meet 
By Vinny Schwartz 

Pictures by Dave Ahl and Angeline Li 
 

Friday, April 25th 2014: 
Today is vendor set-up day and we are at the 

fairgrounds setting up our Mission of Honor space. Lil’ Vinny 
and I stretched the tarps we use to break the “breeze” that 
likes to menace us in the 4-H Cow Barns where we have our 
MOH display every year. We managed to locate our space in 
the same barn that Pat Swain vends in. This was a huge 
weight off the mind of our Vendor Chairman, Fred 
Schlesinger. This is the first year he didn’t have to settle a 
dispute between me and the poor guy that actually has the 
spot where I stake out mine. This is a yearly thing for me 
because I can’t figure out Fred’s map for vendor spaces…it’s 
a real “failure to communicate”…mostly on my part, but on the 
other hand, Fred really makes a crappy map. 
 

Saturday, April 26th 2014: 
It’s Saturday morning now, the day dawn cloudy and 

damp from Friday night’s rain, and I have a few minutes to 
write this AAR as I wait for my fiancé, Shirley. It seems I will 
have to get her up an hour and a half earlier next time so she 
will be ready when I am. 

By 0830, the sun is starting to break through and we 
arrive at our station and get the MOH Display organized. Fred 
Carrasco, our MOH Chairman arrives and takes charge of the 
booth with his significant other, Judy. He has reunited 212 
Vets with family and the MOH has buried 174 Vets so far in 5 
years of the organization’s existence. We are the only 
organization recognized and authorized by the State to 
received the cremains of orphaned veterans. We are the only 

organization to give orphaned vets a proper Military Funeral, 
complete with Honor Guard and a 21-gun salute, burial flag 
and a true escort to their final resting place among brothers. 

Steve Kuhn and Art Swain were off to a brisk start 
with people buying their “wares”. A new vendor this year is 
offering new Jeep M151 body panels at reasonable prices. 
John Sobotka snuck away from his vending area and was 
running amuck among the vendors as he abandoned his 
daughter Jessica to watch his tables for a minute. Fred 
Schlesinger got several accolades for being at the fairgrounds 
early enough to keep the late arriving vendors from being 
chaotic.  

 

 
 

I walked around the show renewing friendships and 
checking out all the tables. All the usual suspects were in the 
Richards building bunkered down behind their respective 
vendor tables. Al “Cookie” Mellini was doing a brisk business, 
as usual, in the food concession booth. Meanwhile Phil 
Francis was feeding his appetite before he went looking for 
Chief Laner and the rest of the boys associated with the 
Dover National Guard Armory. Is this a great show or what? 

 

 
 

 We meandered our way up to the vehicle display area 
and worked our way through the lines of neatly parked military 
vehicles from all different eras of history…and moseyed over 
to visit Gypsy Company. Unfortunately, John Lloyd went and 
sold his army kitchen set up which was really missed this 
year…but by this time, the weather was great and we got to 
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enjoy the smells of charcoal cooking instead. We had a good 
time seeing all the good examples of restored military vehicles. 
John Sobotka was running around distributing the plaques to this 
year’s winners. Jude Meehan won Best in Class for his M146 
Semi-Trailer. The NJ Forest Service UH1D Helicopter won Best 
in Show. We want to thank Jack Shuart for working with the 
Forest Service to arrange that. I was told the number of military 
vehicles attending this year’s show was 117, which was down 
from last year’s numbers…but that’s still a lot of vehicles in one 
small area. Have I told you lately what a great show this is? 
 

 
 

We then made our way over to the WWII area, where a 
group of young re-enactors displayed and presented equipment 
and vehicles from that era of time. A group of WWII U.S. Marine 
re-enactors gathered around a display of grunt equipment and 
weapons and enthusiastically answered any questions pertaining 
to the Marine aspect of war. Wow, I really love this show! 

 

Sunday, April 27th 2014: 
On Sunday, the weather was clear, but a little windy and 

cooler than Saturday’s weather. But, the weather did not deter 
the public as the crowd began to grow as the day progressed. 
About midday, we made our way over to the road between the 
display area and vending area to watch the Jeep and Truck pull. 
There were several teams from local “Muscle” clubs that took 
their turns pulling multi-ton military vehicles across a measured 
distance. The surrounding crowd cheered their favorite teams as 
they competed for the best time. A great time was had by all! 

 

 

Soon, the crowd began to disperse…military vehicles 
slowly exited the fairgrounds and vendors began to pack their 
wares as another great show was over! Can’t wait until next year! 

 

 
 

Babylon Fields TV Pilot - Day 6 
By David Ahl 

 

 Babylon Fields is a proposed new television series 
that features resurrected zombies as characters. Rather than 
being portrayed as malevolent monsters, however, the 
recently deceased are attempting to return to their previous 
lives in the local community. A pilot was produced in 2007 for 
CBS with elements of black comedy as well as drama, but the 
network declined to pick up the show. 
 In October 2013, Babylon Fields was resurrected by 
NBC, which ordered a new pilot from 20th Century Fox TV. 
The Cuesta brothers, Gerald and Michael, are back in their 
original roles as writers as is Michael Atkinson as director. 
The current resurgence in zombie interest, kicked off in 2010 
with AMC’s The Walking Dead, may bring new life to this pilot 
as well. Virginia Madsen plays Rhonda Wunch, the mother of 
a Centers For Disease Control scientist Thomas Wunch 
(played by Kyle Schmid) that she tries to lure back to 
Babylon, NY, the place where the zombies try to heal 
themselves (and their family issues, presumably), foretelling 

http://www.mvpa.org 
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what “might be the next step in human evolution,” according 
to The Hollywood Reporter. The show will also feature Skeet 
Ulrich (familiar with small-town troubles from his turn in 
Jericho), playing both a minister and his twin brother, a junkie 
who returns from the dead. 
 

 
 

 Our little group of military vehicle drivers was involved 
with Day 6 of the shoot, which took place not in Babylon, but 
in Hempstead along Millburn Avenue by the large Greenfield 
Cemetery. The morning shoot at Location 1 was supposed to 
be in the cemetery itself but wound up being shot across the 
street in an open part of the fire department training center. 
As for us, we had been given a call time of 6:00 a.m., which 
for me meant leaving my house in Morristown, NJ at 4:30 
a.m. It was a bitterly cold day, in the teens at 4:30 and never 
got over the mid-20's. We normally would have watched the 
shooting, but it was so darned cold, we all huddled in the 
large "base camp" tent (80 x 50 feet) which had one midget 
propane heater along one 80-foot wall. And then at 8:30, the 
generator cut off leaving the tent with no lights, heat, or 
coffee. As it appeared that no one knew what to do about it, I 
found a can of gas, refilled the generator and got it going 
again. I repeated this at 11:00 a.m. but warned a guy who 
seemed to have a modicum of authority that there was no 
more gas and the generator would quit for good around 1:30 
unless someone found some more fuel. 
 

 

 By that time, however, we military vehicle drivers 
(Tom Stark and Angelo Passerini of the Long Island MV Club 
and me) were out on Millburn Ave. on the overpass above 
Southern State Parkway at Location 2 where the blockade 
was to be set up. Why a blockade? Well apparently the 
townsfolk in Babylon had seen the recently resurrected 
zombies, were totally terrified of them, and trying to escape 
from the town. But National Guard troops all dressed up in 
white hazmat suits with sinister black breathing masks and 
M16s had set up a blockade to prevent the residents from 
leaving. I'm not privy as to why they might want to do this but 
I'm sure it will all be explained in the pilot. The troops had 
erected a heavy barricade fence across the road backed up 
by our two HMMWVs and a deuce. When the townsfolk tried 
to storm the barricade, the troops waved their guns around 
and kept announcing, "there's nothing to be afraid of; it's not 
airborne." But seeing the troops all in their hazmat suits and 
masks was probably not very reassuring. 

 Around 1:30 p.m. a 
couple “People In Authority” 
started positioning our 
vehicles for the blockade 
scene. They got us arranged 
in a way that they liked and 
said, "okay, we're done." But 
then some other “People With 
More Authority” arrived and 
decided that the arrangement 
would "not look good on 
camera" so we were 
rearranged in a staggered 
pattern. A third rearrangement 
took place a half hour later. 
And then at 3:45 p.m. The 
Director arrived and decided 
that it was All Wrong and we 
were rearranged yet again, 

this time with two large back vans inserted between my 
HMMWV and the deuce. No explanation. It now looked more 
like a haphazard parking lot than a roadblock, but one does 
not argue with The Director. 
 Despite our 6:00 a.m. call time, the blockade shoot 
did not finally begin until 4:00 p.m. because The Director was 
unhappy with the morning shoot and ordered it to be redone. 
The blockade shoot was a big production: four lanes of 8 cars 
in each were lined up behind the barricade. During the shoot, 
drivers had to exit their vehicles and run up to the barricade 
and fruitlessly argue with the troops to remove it. As a result, 
many camera angles were required to get the people leaving 
their vehicles, running to the barricade, arguing with the 
troops, and so on. How many shots were made? I lost count 
at 30, but I would guess it was 40 to 50 in total. Each one 
lasted about a minute-and-a-half, of which maybe 30 seconds 
will survive on TV, and then everything had to be reset, which 
took about 4 or 5 minutes. I really felt sorry for the guys 
playing the troops because the fake paper hazmat suits (not 
going to spend $5.50 for a real Tyvek coverall) weren't big 
enough to fit over a jacket, so these actors were outside for 3-
1/2 hours in 20-degree temps in flimsy paper outfits. Finally at 
7:20 p.m. we heard the magic words, "it's a wrap" which was 
the signal for us to go back to base camp, turn in your 
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costume, if you had one, recover your paperwork, have it 
checked with the time out put on and signed, and finally head 
for home. 
 The only good news was that at 8:00 p.m., there's a 
lot less traffic than at 5 or 6, but driving the HMMWV at night 
on the narrow Long Island parkways had me so tense that 
when I finally reached home at 9:30, 17 hours after the day 
began, it was all I could do to collapse on the sofa with a 
glass of brandy. 
 

 
 
 What ever happened to the planned 3rd shot of the 
day at Location 3, "an open field" a short way south of 
Southern State Parkway? Who knows? Not me. Apparently it 
was planned that we would drive past it in our hazmat outfits, 
but they didn't call us back on Tuesday and in my book, that 
was a Good Thing. 

 
 

The Shell Doesn’t Fall Far From the Tree 
By John Boyle 

 
 In March 2013, I received a call for an estimate for 
the removal of a fallen tree and stump. I gave the home 
owner the estimate and got the approval to do the job. 
Throughout my career in the tree care industry, I have found 
all kinds of things in tree stumps. Such as rocks, bricks, live 
wires, steel fence posts, bicycle kick stands, chains, and 
metal tops leading to shut off valves.  
 But this time I was in for the time of my life. While my 
son was removing the stump with a Vermeer stump grinder, 
the machine hit something. The stump machine broke two 
pockets and nine teeth. When we looked closely there was 
some type of shell that the stump grew around. But what 
kind?  
 I knew right away that it wasn’t from an 81MM mortar 
or a 4.2 inch mortar. Those were the types that I trained with. 
We began to use a chain saw, saw axes, and a sledge 
hammer to dig at it. 

 
 

 We finally removed the shell. We had to call the 
Union County Police Department and the bomb squad. They 
took the shell. It was a 155MM artillery round. Needless to 
say, Hurricane Sandy brought interesting things along with it. 
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email 
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091. 
 
For Sale-Restored 1944 Willys Jeep with top, with a .50 Cal (Sarco) 
center mount and 50 Cal Linked. Located in Mountain Side, NJ. 
Asking $17,000. Call Karl Kaimer at 908-334-3902. (10/13) 

 
 For Sale-M35A2, a great  running w/camo paint Deuce. Has heater 
Jatonka fuel 7 oil filters, straight tailgate, new vinyl cab soft top. Has 
air shift front axle. Asking $5500 or best offer. Call Vinny, cell:973-
476-9544, home:973-635-2404. (10/13) 

 
For Sale-A brand new, in box vinyl thee color 5-ton cargo cover for 
$450, call Randy @ 973 219 4499. (9/13) 

 
For Sale- M38 parts- I have 2 windshields in good condition, 1- with 
good glass $150, 1- with cracked glass $100. Pair of original 
fenders, take off, good condition, easy repairs, $50 for the pair.Tool 
box lid, good condition $20. I also have a grill and air cleaner but I 
believe they are from a CJ3A. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 
or email for pics: markkb@optonline.net (8/13) 

 
For Sale-U.S. Army 103A trailer for sale. Complete with good tires. 
$300.00 or best offer. If interested contact John Dorsch (John 
Dorsch Electric) 908-689-8300 . (6/13) 

 
For Sale: 100+ MV books: Jeeps, trucks, tanks, AFVs, weapons. 
Also civilian auto books including hard-to-find early Motor's and 
Chilton Truck Repair manuals. 
LIst at Swapmeetdave.com/Army.htm. Dave Ahl, 973-285-0716. 
(01/14) 

For Sale-Assortment of M-35 and M-135/211 parts. Please email 
your requests to ajtucophc@comcast.net 

 
For Sale- 1959 M-100 trailer with a clean N.J. title,no rust,with extra set of 
wheels. Someone cut a small door into the back panel that doesn't take away 
from it. Otherwise in nice cond.that looks good.It comes with two military 
generators (years unknown) also a bow and both brackets for a M-38 jeep 
canvas top in it. $700. for all,located in central N.J. Call Phil Galvano 732-
539-4919  

 
For Sale-Parting out a M37, have both body & engine parts. I also have MB, 
GPW and CJ Jeep parts, plus some wheels for a CJ. Call Tom Weaver at 
(973)-627-9448. 

 
For Sale-Mil Spec primers and paints, OD and Camo. WWII Jeep 
frames, front, rears, transmissions, PTOs, GI grease and oils. Call 
Paul Wadeson at (607)-637-2275. 

 
For Sale-2-1/2 ton Vietnam era troop seats, muliti fuel, bows & winch. Runs 
great, needs a little cab work, $3500.  Ben Hale Trailer - 1 ton with bows, 
lightly rusted, $300. 1968 M725 Ambulance - very nice shape - everything is 
there. Rear gas heater, fresh paint, European tires, $3,500. M37 parts, 
complete truck, part out with winch. Halftrack parts - call for your needs hood, 
doors, radiators, rims, winch, lights, cab parts, armor, electrical etc. Call Dave 
@917-567-6419, NY  

 
For Sale-1952 M37 for parts, no engine, 1951 M37 in mint  shape, 
heat, winch, troop seats, 1968 M725 Jeep ambulance in great 
shape, 1-ton trailer with bows, 2.5-ton w/winch, multi-fuel, troop 
seats, runs great, needs sheet metal work. I’m looking for halftrack 
parts, T16 carrier parts, 105 MM Howitzer. I will buy train wrecks for 
cash.!! , or trade    call me Dave at 1-917-567-6419.  

 
For Sale-I have just received some of the adjustable legs for the rear 
of the M-101, ¾-ton trailers. These are new in the box (NOS), CARC 
color, $40 each plus shipping. I'm in Zip 21071 (Maryland). E-mail at 
glengar@verizon.net, if interested. Tim Clark. 

 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects to 

ground-up Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: 

WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 
 

Wanted: Early MB parts- I am looking for a pair of MB, 8 leaf front 
leaf springs, windshield frame, rear seat, small mouth gas tank, solid 
disk wheels. Call Mark Burghardt at 973-906-1069 or email: 
markkb@optonline.net. (8/13) 

 
Parts Wanted: All For Early M-38. Lower Crankshaft Pulley, The 
Smaller One, W/O Winch; Lifting Bracket; Oil Filter Bracket; 
Generator Support Bracket; Oil PSI Switch & Bracket; An Early Bell 
Housing With Part Number WO 81628 OR WO 81629; Windshield & 
Frame. Robert 201-226-9289. 

 
Wanted -This is military vehicle related request, because I want to 
put my Mil Shelter on it and set it up with all my truck tools. So, I can 
have it mobile in my shop area. I am looking for a 2-axle landscape 
or equipment trailer 12ft to 14 ft long. Used and rough shape is what 
I am looking for. Better shape ok if the price is right, Doesn't need to 
have ramps, rust ok :), 973 219 4499  or randy@aol.com 

 
Wanted-For M725 drivers compartment pull out style heater control 
cables, knobs are marked “heat, defrost and fresh air”. Marc Ziegler 
(973) 263-1923. 
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Military Transport Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828  

 

 
                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next MTA monthly meeting  
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