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MTA 2016 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                    Email: randyemr@aol.com 
 

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Tel:  973-338-9497                     Email: dvecc907@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck 
Tel: 908-391-2777                       Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel:201-456-4071                         Email: info@peterschindo.com 
           

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          Email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
         

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz 
Tel:  973-635-2404                     Email: vsaws@optonline.net 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 Email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                 Email:wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

2017 Sussex Show Chairman-Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                       Email: ch2112@gmail.com 
                                         

Alternate event ,Holiday Party Coordinator- 
Brent Weaver 

Tel:201-841-1269                        Email: Bweav10@gmail.com 
 

Czar of Electronic Media Communication- 
Brad Kerber 

Tel:973-632-9834                          Email:bkerber@optonline.net 
 

ON THE COVER: Santa Claus’ other vehicle. 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1st 2016 AT THE WHIPPANY 
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. 
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE 
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES! 

   

Military Transport Association 
 

MTA November 3, 2016 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Randy 
Emr at 7:30p.m.  A Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence 
began the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were 
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.  

 

The October Treasury Report was not available at the 
time of the meeting, but is presented below: 

 

 

 

 A representative from the Liberty Historical Railway 
Inc. organization donated $100 to the 2017 Toys for Tots 
campaign. The MTA thanks you! 
 In attendance at the meeting was a new member, 
Matt Herman and his family. Matt is a train enthusiast and will 
be helping out with this year’s Toys for Tots campaign. We 
hope by joining the club his enthusiasm will someday include 
military vehicles. We welcome Matt and his family! 

 

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked everyone who 
contributed articles to last month’s newsletter, especially 
Vinnie Schwartz and Harold Ratzburg. He always 
encourages members to submit interesting articles. 
 

2017 April MTA Show-Chairman Carol Hoffman announced 
that the MTA has received the contract for this year’s show at 
the Sussex County Fairgrounds. Carol is looking for 
volunteers to form a few sub-committees to coordinate this 
year’s show. More information will be presented at the next 
monthly meeting. 
 Randy mentioned that there were some issues with 
the renewal of the insurance coverage that the MTA receives 
from the MVPA for the show. But the issues are currently 
being worked out and there should be no problems going 
forward. 
 

OMS7-With the approaching cold weather of winter, Steve 
Vidam presented the following checklist of items in preparing 
your military vehicle for surviving the sub-freezing 
temperatures we might be experiencing in the coming 
months: 

1. Cooling system checks, look for drips, loose water 
pump shaft, cracks in hoses, loose clamps, leaks in 
radiator core and seams, good pressure cap. Use a 
50/50 mix of water and anti-freeze mix and fill to 
proper level. NOTE: Always let system cool before 
removing radiator cap (very hot and under 
pressure). 

2. Testing anti-freeze effectiveness: A) Use a direct read 
float type gauge or hydrometer. B) Or you can use 
Cooltrak test strips (they have a scale on the side of 
the container) shows percentage of protection and 
acid levels. A 50/50 mix is generally good for 20 
degrees below zero. 

3. Leak testing: A) Use a cooling system pressure test 
set, it has adapters for the radiator neck and for the 
pressure caps too (15 PSI is an average test for 
leaks). B) You can run the engine until the thermostat 
opens and the temperature reads normal. Shut off 
engine and look for drips or leaks. 

4. For road-side cooling system leaks. Loosen the 
radiator cap slowly, cover with a rag for protection, 
add coolant then replace cap and turn to the first 
locking notch (this will prevent any pressure from 
building). 

 

Toys for Tots: John Sobotka told the membership that 
everything has been finalized for the upcoming Toys for Tots 
Campaign. The usual cast of characters will be on board for 
all the train runs scheduled, including Santa Claus and all his 
helpers. There will be three separate Train Runs: Saturday, 
December 3, Sunday, December 4, and Saturday, December 
10 with a static display on Sunday, December 11 at Kunken 
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Lumber in Roxbury. Please see the following train schedule 
for details: 
 

 
 

Good of the Club: Pat Dolan talked about organizing a group of 
MTA members to assist the failing V.F.W. organization in Cedar 
Grove by spending a Saturday helping to upgrade the meeting 
hall and the surrounding property, Pat will talk more about this at 
future meetings.   

Jack Shuart updated the membership on the status of 
the USS Ling Submarine Museum in Hackensack. Jack reported 
that most of the military artifacts have been removed from the 
site and moved to an out-of-state site for perhaps storage or 
display. The submarine remains at the site and is still sitting in 
the river. Jack was not sure what the plans for the future of the 
submarine were and it was his opinion that it would be a 
tremendous and expensive operation to remove the submarine 
from its current location. Jack will keep the membership updated 
as information is available. 

 

President Emr concluded the meeting at 8:45p.m.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

An Update from Operation 

Waffle House… 
 

Gary, 
  

I'm sorry this is such a late 

response, things have been hectic around 

here lately. 

We did receive your boxes last month, 

and we (KFOR21) officially attended our 

last Waffle House this morning. The new POC 

for the Waffle House is CPT Steven Dodson 

(steven.f.dodson.mil@mail.mil). 

I cannot thank you enough for your 

continued support over the last 9 months! 

Your packages arrived just in time, and I 

know KFOR22 will appreciate anything that 

you can send to them.  

  We have a small token of our 

gratitude that will be on the way to you 

and your organization shortly.  

  Your graciousness helped raise over 

$7,000 for the TOEFL 

program, which paid 

for over 30 students 

and will fund 

KFOR22's rotation of 

TOEFL. 

  

Again, I can't thank 

you enough! 
  

CPT Shannon Austin 

http://www.mvpa.com
mailto:steven.f.dodson.mil@mail.mil
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THE UGLY DUCKLING 
By Harold ‘The Ole Geezer” Ratzburg 

 
        Now I'm asking you---did you ever see such an ugly 
Military Vehicle in your life as the one shown in the pictures 
with this article. 
 

 
 

Please understand that I am saying this from my 
prejudiced, bigoted, view as a guy who thinks that the 
prettiest military vehicle in the world is a WWII, Military, flat 
MTA fendered Jeep of which I have had one in my garage for 
the last 38 years. I do understand that my statement may 
annoy a lot of MV collectors, and I am sorry, (but not very). 

Everybody has their preferences. Anyway, somebody 
referred the photos to me as being available on eBay and I 
found them extremely interesting, so I bid on and bought 
them. I figure that most all MV collectors would like to see 
them. 

 

 
 

It is a complete military vehicle but it looks to me like 
a real cross breed or mongrel type of vehicle. It gets me 
asking questions like "Hey, who's your Momma and who's 
your Poppa?" I would guess that the Momma was a M-37 
three-quarter ton truck and the Poppa was a WWII Command 

Car, but then, it could have been the other way around. Take 
your pick. 

The eBay listing said that it was a "US M37 Dodge 3⁄4 
Ton Command Car", and of course, we all know that there 
never was such a vehicle, don't we? Well Sir, I got to admit 
that we were wrong…Turns out that there was such a thing. 

The ad for the pictures went on to say, "This vehicle 
was photographed at Aberdeen Proving Ground about 1973, 
where it was still in running order and being used by the 
Museum Staff as a work vehicle. Evidently, no requirements 
for a Command Car version of the M37 were formulated and 
the vehicle was never put into production." Boy, talk about a 
rare military vehicle! I'd guess that only this one was ever 
made by Dodge, to hopefully have it approved for an Army 
contract to manufacture more, and that approval and that 
contract never came to be. 

 

 
 

One has got to wonder, if it was still running in 1973, 
where is it today? Is it parked in some obscure warehouse at 
Aberdeen, or was it consigned to the scrap pile? We will 
never know unless some reader, who may have friends in 
high places at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, can impose on 
them to look into the whereabouts of this rare and unusual 
MV. After some 37 years, that could be quite a chore. 
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THE STORY OF 
HAROLD'S 37MM A.T. GUN 

By Harold “The Ole Geezer” Ratzburg 
 

Back in those good old days, the whole world was a 
lot more relaxed about guns, explosives and destructive 
devices than it is today. All around, it was a lot nicer time than 
the world we live in now. 

The history of my 37MM AT (Anti-Tank) Gun began 
back in WWII of course, when it was manufactured for the US 
Army. When the war was over, a great many of these guns 
were demilitarized by the military by welding the blocks so 
they could not be moved or fired, and putting a tack-weld on 
the bolt head of all the bolts holding the gun together so that 
souvenir hunters could not easily remove parts. 

 

 
 

The guns were given out to VFW and American 
Legion organizations so that they could set their themes of 
being sort of military by displaying the guns in front of their 
meeting halls. The military also gave out larger cannons like 
Pack Howitzers, mortars, and other large artillery pieces, not 
to mention, Sherman and Stewart Tanks, which you can still 
see around the country in front of the veteran's halls or in 
municipal parks. 

Way out in Pennsylvania somewhere, one of the 
VFW or Legion posts dissolved and the hall was abandoned 
and the two 37 mm's that had been given to the place by the 
US Army, were pulled around back into a woods and just sat 
there rusting away. 

 

 
 

A guy named Joe, who I knew through WWII 
reenacting, lived in the area, found the guns and rescued 
them from the woods. Having two guns to pull around in a 
parade is kind of silly, so it came to pass that he was working 
on restoring a 3/4 ton Dodge and needed a different engine 
for it. I ran into him at a rally and he told me that he would 
trade one of the 37mm guns for a Dodge engine. It certainly 
seemed like a good deal to me because I had recently 
acquired my WWII jeep that really needed something different 
than a trailer to pull behind it in parades, so I took him up on 
his offer. 

 

 
 

Looking through a "Rock and Dirt" magazine, I found 
a dealer who had Dodge engines for sale, and so I arranged 
to purchase one and have it shipped to Joe. Joe received it 
and eventually, he put one of his 37mm's on a trailer and 
delivered it to me-----and WOW, I HAD A 37MM A.T. GUN OF 
MY VERY OWN, and I was one happy collector.  

The gun was in pretty good shape, the trail arms 
would move, and the only major thing missing was the 
shoulder guard that normally stuck out behind the breech. It 
was originally there so that the gunner would be kept away 
from behind the gun when it recoiled. I have friends in High 
Places, like a brother-in-law who happened to be a foreman in 
a machine shop, and he made a repro of the missing guard 
from a pattern that I drew from another 37mm that was 
displayed in front of an active VFW hall. 
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The battery box normally bolted on the gun shield (to 
light the gun sight) was also missing, and I scouted out all the 
37mm's that I knew of in front of VFW halls, with my handy 
dandy wrench set, and at every one I found that I could not 
"liberate" the box because the Military had done such a good 
job with their tack welding. It was probably a good thing, 
because it kept me honest. A box was eventually found at a 
militaria show and that problem was solved. 
 

 
 

 A telescopic sight, (called the M6), for the gun, was 
found at a militaria show. Back then, such sights turned up 
pretty regularly at the shows, but like so much of the other 
stuff from WWII, they get more and rare from having other 
collectors squirrel them away in their collections, so finding 
one today is not easy. Two bore cleaning rods were found at 
the Aberdeen Military Vehicle Rally and over a period of time, 
I assembled a nice collection of inert dummy ammunition 
rounds for the gun. 
 I was always a little concerned about what the Feds 
would think about me having an artillery piece, so for a long 
time, the gun sported a barrel that I made out of 
approximately sized water pipes. I would venture to say that 
not one person in a hundred watching a parade noticed that 
my cannon barrel was really a water pipe. 
 

 
 

 After a while however, I got so enthused that I really 
wanted to have my real barrel on the gun carriage. I took a 
night course in welding at a local vocational school, and 

hauled my barrel and breech block to the class and 
proceeded to lay beads and beads of weld in and around the 
breech block, so that even a very picky BATF agent would 
find it hard to claim that I had a destructive device behind my 
jeep. That breech block was one solid piece of iron when I got 
done, and there is no way, that sucker could ever be used to 
hold up a bank or be fired again as a destructive devise. 
 

 
 

The gun got the usual TLC from me for years, like a 
new paint job, good tires, and cover as best I could provide it. 
I had no place to park it except in the woods behind my house 
so I kept it covered with a tarp to keep it out of the weather. 
One time I parked it on the front lawn as an attention getter 
for a garage sale that we were having and it did indeed get 
attention when people stopped to shop. One of my neighbors 
who moved away told me later that when he woke up one 
morning and saw the cannon pointing at his house, he 
decided that maybe it was time to relocate, and so he did. (I 
really think he was kidding me----I hope. He was a good 
neighbor). 

One of the adventures that the gun created for my 
little Frau came about one time when I "recruited" her to drive 
my M-38 Jeep and pull the gun in a parade in a neighboring 
town. The road to the town had a series of long, pretty steep 
uphill's and downhills, and at the time she was quite a novice 
driver. I had not explained to her the trick about down shifting 
on hills to have the engine help brake the extra load, so when 
she hit the down hills, all she knew was to put her foot on the 
brake, and the clutch pedal, and hold them down. That led to 
a rather merry ride downhill for her, but she was able to keep 
it under control and on the road so everything turned out OK. 
She did get a special driving lesson after that about down 
shifting, but I have "heard" about that parade ride a good 
number of times since then ---from her--- about her lack of 
proper training to pull an artillery piece behind a jeep.  
 As with all projects, eventually the thrill wore off and 
the gun had to go, so I traded it to a guy up in New England 
somewhere. As he hauled it away on his truck, I gotta’ admit it 
brought a little tear to my eye, but I was sure it was going to a 
good home. I believe that I ran into my old 37mm at a rally up 
in New England later on. The new owner or owners had 
altered it so that it was now a gas firing display piece. It fired a 
gas mixture of oxygen and propane, touched off by a spark 
plug, and it made a very respectable bang when it when off. 
The flash was about three feet long they tell me. I never did 
see it in operation, but I did know it had a good home. 

End of Story 
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 
973-347-9091. 

 
For Sale:  One military footlocker - wood with steel cornices; 
13" x 17" x 30"; painted black; otherwise in good 
condition.  Best offer; delivery can be arranged.  Bill 
McKelvey, 908-464-9335 or wjmckelvey@hotmail.com. 

 
For Sale: 1946 ¼-Ton Bantam Trailer, no rust, parade 

ready, complete with tarp, asking $900, 1939 Chevy 

Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good 

running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300. 
I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom 
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.

 
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade 
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard 
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop 
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three 
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell# 
973-476-9544. 

 
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members-Axle Flange, 
Rear, No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/ 
Inspection Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter 
Bushing, No Motor Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell 
Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts; 
Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, w/ Threaded 
Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO; Bracket, Oil Filter To 
Block, F-134;  Cylinder Head, L-134, w/ Firing Order & Valve 
Adjustment, Missing Water Bypass Tapping; Dipstick & Tube, 
Indicates ‘FULL’ at 25”, possibly M-38; Flywheel, 12.5” OD, 
124 Tooth w/ Bronze Bearing, Surface Rust, But Smooth & 
Useable, Used Friction Disc & Pressure Plate Included; 
Generator, L-134, 6 Volt; Leaf Springs – Rear, Pair, M-38 (10 
Leaf), Needs Bushings / Cushions to Be Perfect; Motor Plate, 
M-38 (Late), w/ Back Supports; Motor Plate, M-38, w/ Timing 
Hole; Oil Pan, Good Condition;  Starter, L-134, 12 Volt, Style 
W/O External Switch Mechanism; Transmission Shift Lever 
Cover; Valve Cover, F-134, Good Condition; Water Pumps, 1) 
w/ Single Belt Pulley, 2) w/ Single Belt Pulley & Fan Blades. 
Call Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.

 
For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire 
take-offs. I have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor 
condition, but good for spares or trailers. Mix and match any 
quantities for $50 each or b/o. Call or email Rich: 732-236-
1159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16) 

 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From projects to 

ground-up Restorations and everything in between! 
Check out: 

WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 
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Military Transport Association 

Of North Jersey 
P.O. Box 393 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 
 
 
 

 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Thursday, December 1st 
7:30PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany. 
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