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MTA 2017 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                    Email: randyemr@aol.com 
 

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Tel:  973-338-9497                     Email: dvecc907@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck 
Tel: 908-391-2777                       Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel:201-456-4071                         Email: info@peterschindo.com 
           

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          Email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
         

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz 
Tel:  973-635-2404                     Email: vsaws@optonline.net 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 Email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                 Email:wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

2017 Sussex Show Chairman-Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                       Email: ch2112@gmail.com 
                                         

Alternate event ,Holiday Party Coordinator- 
Brent Weaver 

Tel:201-841-1269                        Email: Bweav10@gmail.com 
 

Czar of Electronic Media Communication- 
Brad Kerber 

Tel:973-632-9834                          Email:bkerber@optonline.net 

 

ON THE COVER: The transportation of military vehicles 
by rail. 

 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD… 
 

   

Military Transport Association 
 

The MTA June 1st, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President 
Dennis Vecchiarelli at 7:31p.m., with 23 members in 
attendance. A Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence 
began the meeting. 

The minutes from the last meeting as they were 
printed in the May newsletter were approved. 

Dennis announced that the Treasury’s report for June 
was not available for the meeting the closing balance for May 
1

st
 was $51,168.20. 

 
 

The July MTA meeting will be held at the Lyon’s V.A. 
Hospital on July 8

th
, 2017, during their car show. 

 

The August meeting will be held at Swen’s Red Ball Club 
picnic. The date will be announced when confirmed. 

 

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked everyone who 
contributed articles to last month’s newsletter. He always 
encourages members to submit interesting articles. 

 

Parades and Events: Peter Schindo reported that the 
participation and support for local Memorial Day parades by 
the membership of the MTA was very minimal this year. The 
club collected only one check from a municipality that the club 
could actually make a contractual commitment to.  

For the rest of the parades that the MTA usually 
participates in on Memorial Day, there was no commitment 
from the membership to meet the minimum number of military 
vehicles required by contract by many of the towns. 

Peter warned the membership that if any members 
did participate in a parade on their own accord over Memorial 
Day weekend, that they did so without any insurance 
coverage. 
 There was a group discussion among the attending 
membership that many members do not use a computer and 
do not have access to the Parade Schedule or domain on the 
MTA website. There was also an issue with members that 
enjoy doing towns that are close to where they live and then 
being “forced” to drive a long distance to meet a contract 
commitment. 
 Pat Dolan suggested that we incorporate “Parade 
Captains” for each parade the club commits to. The “Parade 
Captain” would be responsible for contacting those members 
who sign up for his or her parade. In the case of a rain out or 
a change in the parades start time, the “Parade Captain” 
would contact all those committed to the parade with the 
information. The “Parade Captains” would report to Peter with 
any issues affecting the participation in their particular parade. 
This idea seemed to be agreeable with most of the 
membership and Peter also agreed we should give it a try. 
 

New Members: Dennis Dutcher, a new member who joined 
the MTA at the Memorial Day Fleet Week event on the 
Intrepid was present at the meeting. Welcome Aboard 
Dennis! 
 

(ROB) Railroad Operating Battalion- John Sobotka reports 
that a Special Veterans Day will be held at the Whippany 
Train Museum on Saturday, June 3

rd
. John is asking 

volunteers from the MTA to be there by 8:00AM to set up 
tables and chairs for the event. John is requesting that 
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members DO NOT BRING THEIR MILITARY VEHICLES. The 
Whippany Train Museum and the MTA will be hosting about 
40 Disabled Veterans from the Lyons Veterans Hospital. Most 
of these Veterans are suffering from PTSD, so this day will 
represent a non-military experience for them.  
 There will be train rides and a lunch for the veterans 
and for those that volunteer to help out with the event. John 
requested a budget of $300 from the club for supporting this 
cause. A motion was presented and passed by the attending 
membership.  
 John reports that this year’s Toys for Tots Train 
Campaign is on hold because of a “reorganization” of the 
participating railroad companies. John will keep the club 
updated in the upcoming months. 
 Also, John advised the club that it will be losing its 
storage baggage car that is parked in Rockaway. He is 
looking for ideas from club members for options for the 
storage of the MTA’s “homeless” show facilities that were 
stored in the baggage car. If you have any ideas, please 
contact John. 
 

MTA By-Laws-Gary Schultz reviewed the change to the 
club’s By-Laws for future elections as printed in the May 
newsletter. After a brief explanation and discussion, the 
changes were approved by the attending membership. 
 While Gary still had the floor and the attention of the 
dozing membership he mentioned the upcoming MTA Field 
Trip to the Military Technology Museum of New Jersey in Wall 
Township on Saturday, June 10

th
. Gary reported That the 

MTA is renting a van that holds 14 people and there will be a 
pick-up stop at the American Legion in Whippany at 8:30AM 
and another stop at the Bridgewater Diner at 9:15AM. All 
members are invited.  
 Gary also asked for a motion to order an additional 
100 MTA T-shirts. A motion was presented, seconded and 
approved. 
 

For the Good of the Club: 
  

On Saturday, May 20
th
, the Whippany Train Museum 

in coordination with the Military Transport Association, hosted 
Armed Forces Day at the museum’s site on Route 10 in 
Whippany, NJ. Active members of the armed forces were 
invited to attend for a day of train rides, food and appreciation. 
 

 

Unfortunately, the unfavorable weather of brief 
showers and a light drizzle in the morning may have put a 
“damper” on the attendance. But, it did not stop the train rides 
powered by diesel locomotives from the Morristown and Erie 
RR. The train consisted of a flat car with Al “Cookie” Mellini’s  
M38 Jeep, John Sobotka’s M151 Jeep and a 57MM Anti-Tank 
Gun donated by Jim Mescher securely chained to the car. 
Also coupled to the train were an early passenger car and a 
turn-of-the century Luxury Car with a tailing caboose. The 
train made five round trips to Morristown, each trip being 
about an hour long. 

 

 
 

The Whippany Train Museum celebrated the day by 
incorporating the military theme into their rather large Lionel 
Train layout with flat cars hauling scale models of WWII U.S. 
Army tanks and Jeeps. This military theme was also 
incorporated into their outdoor G-scale layout. 

 

 
 

Al “Cookie” Mellini and Chris Mazzei did their KP duty 
providing hot dogs, potato salad, chips and drinks for the 
attending armed forces members and members of the MTA. A 
good day of comradery was had by all. 
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After a 50-50, the meeting was adjourned at 8:48PM. 

 
For the Good of the Club (continued): 
 

On Saturday, June 3
rd

, the Whippany Train Museum 
and the MTA hosted 35 Disabled Veterans from the Lyons 
Veterans Hospital and a few other vets who do not reside at 
Lyons for a great train ride and a fun day out. Most of these 
Veterans are suffering from PTSD, so this day represented a 
non-military experience for them and the weather was perfect 
for the event. 

 

 
 

John Sobotka and Pat Kruger were there early to set 
up tables and chairs for the picnic. Chris Mazzei and Anita 
Roberts handle the KP duties for lunch. John “JP” Parrinello 
coordinated the reception of the veterans from Lyons VA 
Hospital. Several other MTA members were there to help out 
where needed. 

First the Veterans were escorted through a tour of the 
Whippany Railroad museum, followed by a leisurely train ride 
to East Hanover. While the train was on its way to East 
Hanover, the grill was fired up and lunch was prepared and 
ready by time the train returned. 

 

 
 

As the Veterans made their way from the train, they 
made their way to the chow line. A casual lunch was enjoyed 
by all with hot dogs being the main course with sides of potato 
salad and chips.  

After lunch the Veterans were invited to another 
leisurely train ride to Morristown and back. It was a great day 
for our Disabled Veterans to escape the confines of the 
hospital or the monotony of their everyday lives. 

  

 
 

The MTA would like to thank those associated with 
the Whippany Train Museum who volunteered for this special 
day. Also, thank you to John Sobotka and JP for coordinating 
the event to all the MTA members who volunteered to work 
the event. The MTA would especially like to thank our 
Disabled Veterans for their sacrifices.  

 

The MTA Trip to the  
Military Technology Museum of NJ 

By Bill McKelvey 
 

On Saturday, June 10
th
, members of the Military 

Transport Association of North Jersey set out for a special 
guided tour of the Military Technology Museum of New 
Jersey, housed within the InfoAge Science History Museum 
Center, 2201 Marconi Road, Camp Evans (formerly Fort 
Monmouth’s Top Secret radio testing facility), Wall, NJ.  Gary 
Shultz was the driver of the comfortable Ford Transit 350, 12 
passenger van which the group rented. 

This museum has amassed one of the largest and 
rarest collections of both static and operating military vehicles 
and equipment in the world. Their extensive collections 
include some of the rarest military and non-military vehicles 
such as prototypes and concept vehicles, including the war-
born Jeep’s history from start to finish.  Many of their some 80 
vehicles are in their original condition and others have 
undergone various stages of restoration.  There are not only 
Jeeps, but Seeps, a DUKW, Weasels, Tanks, a 1940 VC 
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Carryall, an Aqua Cheetah Prototype - one of the world’s first 
amphibious vehicles, a Clark military bulldozer, and a WWII 
German military vehicle collection, including a motor cycle-like 
half-track.  Bolstering the outstanding exhibits are hundreds of 
vintage military artifacts, equipment, models, uniforms, 
illustrations, etc. 

 

  

At the rear of their museum facility the Military 
Technology Museum has a restoration shop area and 
thousands of spare parts. They plan to upgrade and add 
additional exhibits and displays in the future, including more 
of their popular, interactive, video programs. 

   

 
 

This reporter (Capt. Bill McKelvey, Chairman, Liberty 
Historic Railway) was especially intrigued by the MTM’s plan 
to install a panel of railroad track for display of a Jeep 
equipped with railroad wheels.  Now, that’s a project LHRy 
could be interested in funding!  In fact we can source the 36 

feet of light-weight rail which would be appropriate for their 
exhibit. 
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Reflecting Back on the 2017 MTA Military Swap Meet 
By Al “Cookie” Mellini 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to report that the 
kitchen operated very well during the Swap Meet. The 
revenues just about equaled costs, which is not bad 
considering the Vendor dinner and the need to rent a truck to 
haul food.  Extra dry goods will be used for the upcoming 
events at Whippany Train Museum and Sven's. 

There are lots of people that made this happen and it 
is only fair that they get the credit for a job well done. They 
include: 
 

Joe Travelli - helped Thursday kitchen cleaning, Friday with 
setup and vendor dinner and then cooked eggs 6 AM Sat and 
Sun. then helped pack up Sun PM.  He is a rock star! 
Chris Van Orden - 6 AM egg man Sat and Sun. 
Jack White - 6 AM cashier Sat and Sun. 
Jim Mescher - cooking steaks on Thursday and helping Sat 
and Sun. 
Tom McHugh, Sue Schlesinger, Carolyn Hoffman and 
Jack White serving vendor dinner. 
Anita Roberts - taking orders on Sat and Sun and kicking up 
the chili. 
Jeff Bennett - taking lunch cash on Sat and Sun. 
Chris and Vinnie Mazzei - king and queen of dogs Sat and 
Sun. 
Gary Hoffman and Andrew Salzano (our Club Sargent at 
Arms) - helping on soda. 
Matt Herman - cooking dogs on Sat. 
Chris Seugling  - at Restaurant Depot 
Eight CERT helping everywhere 
Griffin and Mark from Villa Capri making sandwiches 
and last but not least - Pat Kruger renting truck for 
Restaurant Depot and helping everywhere for 4 
days.  Another rock star! 
 

Thanks to all! 
 

 

 
 
 

MTA Club Project - A Sherman Tank 
By Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg 

 
Once upon a time, sometime after WWII, a contractor 

in Paterson, New Jersey was operating a demolition 
business. He demolished houses and just about everything 
else he could get a contract to demolished. 

As ever, trying to do things the easy way as 
contractors do, he conceived the idea that maybe a WWII 
Sherman Tank might be useful for his purpose. 

The contractor purchased two M4 Sherman tanks. He 
found that if he would drive the tank through the side of a 
building and stop, he could rotate the turret with the 76MM 
cannon barrel still attached, and the cannon barrel would cut 
out all the interior supports on the building. The building would 
then come crashing down upon the tank, but he would simply 
drive out from under the rubble, and I imagine, he had a lot of 
fun driving over the debris to crush it and make it smaller with 
his forty-ton tank. 

 
 

The idea worked well for a while, until one day, he 
drove the tank into a building without knowing that there was 
a cellar under the floor that he drove in on. Of course, there 
are not many floors designed to carry a forty-ton tank, and the 
Sherman crashed through to the cellar below. 
 

 
 

I don’t know if anyone was hurt, but the contractor 
decided to find a better way, and so he pushed or drove the 
two tanks over the bank of his construction equipment yard 
and there they sat, and sat, and sat. 

Along comes a member of the Military Transport 
Association and he sees the tanks, and thinks…wow, what a 
club project a tank would be. The contractor only wanted 
$10,000 for the club to haul a tank away. 

At the next MTA meeting the idea of the club buying 
the tank was proposed. It was discussed and cooler heads 
pointed out a few of the problems involve in buying the tank, 
such as: 

 

1. The club treasury did not have $10,000. In those 
days the club was lucky to have $200. 

2. Who had property where they could park a forty-
ton tank? 

3. How would we lift a ten-ton turret off the tank to 
work on it? 

4. Who own wrenches big enough to work on it? 
5. How would we transport the tank, or even get it 

out of the contractor’s yard without spending a 
bundle of money? 

 



 
                            MTA of NJ Newsletter                                     Page 7                                               July 2017 

So the idea did not get beyond the talking stage. But 
just imagine if you will, after the problems the club has had 
with Water Buffalos, Bomb Trailers, Gun Trucks, etc., what a 
hassle a forty-ton tank would have been. 

 

 
 

But on the other hand, (now this is really stretching 
the imagination) suppose the club had raised the money and 
parked the tank in somebody’s back yard for thirty years or 
so, how much would that M4 Sherman Tank be worth today?  

 

 
To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 
973-347-9091. 

 
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, 

trans, rear, good running condition, 1999 S10 Cab 

front clip bed, $300. I have many Jeep and M37 parts 
for sale, call Tom Weaver @ 973-627-9448.

 
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade 
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard 
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop 
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three 
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell# 

973-476-9544. 

 
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members- Axle Flange, Rear, 
No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/ Inspection 
Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter Bushing, No 
Motor Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 
10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 
10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, w/ Threaded Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud 

for PTO; Call Robert 201-226-9289, Saddle Book, NJ. Call 

Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.

 

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From 
projects to ground-up Restorations and everything in 

between! Check out: 
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 

 
Late arrival Treasury Report for May: 
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Military Transport Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Saturday, July 8th  
12:00PM at the Lyons VA Hospital  
In Lyons, NJ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.mtaofnj.org



